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A Study of Thai lkat Silk’s Fabrication: Case Study at Pak Thong
Chai District, Nakhon Ratchasima province.
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Abstract

This research aims to study history, development, production process and physical composition
of Thai Ikat silk fabrics, which are fibers, colors, weaving techniques, patterns and finishing. Case study at
Pak Thong Chai District, Nakhon Ratchasima province.

In qualitative research the tools for data collection are structured interviews with 2 groups of
purposive sampling. The first group is two well-known and respected savants with knowledge of history
in community and knowledge of Thai ikat silk for at least 10 years. The second group includes three
manufacturers who are also distributors of Thai ikat silk in the area for at least 10 years. And Thai ikat silk
products from these manufacturers must have community products standards (CPS) certified by the Thai
Industrial Standards Institute (TISI), also must be selected for One Tambon One Product (OTOP) project
and get at least 3 stars rating from OTOP Product Champion (OPC). Data were collected by in-depth
interviews, group interviews and observation to investigate that if the communities are ready to develop
Thai ikat silk to the Thai fashion industry in the future.

The results showed that Pak Thong Chai district, Nakhon Ratchasima Province is a source of Thai
ikat silk that has inherited wisdom within the community until it has been known for a long time.
Experienced in manufacturing handicrafts from ancestors to descendants to the present industrial systems.
Using uncomplicated technology from folk wisdom in manufacturing helps maintaining costs. Also selecting
quality fibers combined with varieties of colors and patterns, together with a fine hand-woven method,
ready to use finishing, are reasons of product uniqueness. As a result, Pak Thong Chai district, Nakhon

Ratchasima Province can be a proper supplier in materials for Thai fashion industry.

Keywords: Development of Thai ikat silk, Pak Thong Chai Thai ikat silk, Thai Fashion Industry
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