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Abstract

The research “A Study on Kin Kao Mai ritual and its Music of Karen people at Kong Mong Ta Village,
Laiwo Sub-district, Sangklaburi District, Kanchanaburi Province” is a descriptive analysis work using
ethnomusicological method with the objectives 1) to study kin khao mai ritual, 2) to study the music
performed in kin khao mai ritual and 3) to transcribe the music using Thai notation and Western notation
system.

The result of the research revealed that kin khao mai, literally translated as “eating new rice”,
was one of the most important rice-associated ritual of Karen people. Also known presently as New Rice
Virtue tradition, kin kao mai ritual is held annually in Laiwo sub-district with the host rotated among the
6 villages within the sub-district vicinity. During January 21-22, 2016, Kong Mong Ta village held the ritual
which included a merit making ceremony (tamboon) and marked new rice eating period for the Karen
people in the sub-district. Also observed in the ritual were offering of new rice to the Lord Buddha and
begging pardon from Pramae Phosop, the goddess of rice. This two-day ritual began with offering of food
to Buddhist monks followed by Buddhist religious ritual in the morning, after which there were various
kinds of entertainment activities including indigenous Karen dance and music. The second day, the kin
khao mai day, started with offering of newly harvested rice and food followed by another Buddhist religious
ritual. The highlight of the second day was after the Buddhist religious ritual when the villagers built pai
sa wo, a booth-like structure on which ritualistic performances, such as honoring Phramae Phosop and
sacred thread tying on participants’ wrists, were observed. Although there were as much variety of
entertainment activities in the evening, but it appeared that indigenous Karen dance and music were more
featured than it was in the previous night.

The ensemble performed in the ritual was called chapu cha-u, which mostly accompanied the
dance. It consists of a mong wyn, a gee wyn, a patala, a taperw, a chakong, a set of pow, a wa leh kor jee
and a jeng jee. Five traditional musical pieces were played during the two nights: Paw Ja (2 movements),
Jojo A (1 movement), Wei Jo (3 movements), Latalaya (1 movements) and Terng-lee Tow Moola (15
phrases). All the pieces played were vocal music except Latalaya which was insrumental. Refrain section
of each piece contained varying length and was played as an introduction, a bridge between two movements
or repetitions, and an ending. Vocal part was absent on the refrain in all vocal pieces.

The performed pieces were transcribed to Thai notation using Thai solfege as well as in Western
music notation with 24 time signature. Determination of pitch register in the Western notation was based

on the Thai notation transcriptions.

Key words: Kin Kao Mai, Karen music, chapu cha-u
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