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Abstract
The objective of this area-based study was to Community context And food security in the

cultural dimension of Pwo Karen ethnic group in Ban Rai Pa village, Huai Khayeng Sub-district, Thong Pha

Phum District, Kanchanaburi Province that affects food security in a cultural dimension on local resource
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diversity. Data of this qualitative study were collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews, non-
participant and participant observations. The subjects were selected using specific sampling, and the
study area was Ban Rai Pa, Village No. 5, HuaiKhayeng Sub-district, Thong PhaPhum District, Kanchanaburi
Province

The study found that Ban Rai Pa in Khayeng Sub-district, Thong Pha Phum District, Kanchanaburi
Province possesses food security because the community has a Abundance base. Pow Karen people can
access sufficient food even though it is more difficult nowadays than in the past as a result of decreases
in forest fertility and wildlife, and Wildlife Preservation and Protection Act. However, Karen in Ban Rai Pa
can access food from other sources which are grocery stores in the community and grocery mini trucks
from town that circulate in the community. This community has food production methods that make
food available for consumption all year round. These methods include growing upland rice for household
consumption enough for the entire year, growing plants around their houses and cultural inheritance.
The wisdoms of the ethnic group in this community conserve nature to maintain food sources all year
round. They have food preserving methods for consumption sustainably using local wisdoms in preserving
food by means of drying, pickling, and fermenting. Their livelihood depends on community base resources
that have been passed down to them known as “Lue Wa Ko” that makes this community able to exist

amidst current social change.

Keywords: food security, ethnic group, Pow Kare
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