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Abstract

This academic article aims to: 1) raise awareness of the importance of community
forests and the harmonious coexistence between people and forests; 2) highlight the
dangers of deforestation and promote consciousness around forest conservation; and
3) encourage the use of gratitude as a driving force and motivation for community
reforestation efforts. The article presents a model based on the work of an individual
who has engaged in forest restoration for over 40 years and whose contributions have
been recognized both nationally and internationally. However, such efforts alone are

insufficient to restore the ecological balance lost through previous deforestation.

To expand the impact of community forest restoration, this article introduces the
concept of “Gratitude and Community Forest Planting with the Ashes of the Deceased.”
It proposes a symbolic and meaningful approach to reforestation by planting trees using
the ashes of loved ones, thereby transforming the final remains of human life into a
lasting legacy of environmental stewardship. This method fosters emotional connection,
love, and respect, motivating people to care for the forest as a tribute to their ancestors.
The article argues that this gratitude-based reforestation model offers a sustainable and

enduring solution for the future of community forests.

Keywords: Gratitude; Community Forest Planting; Ashes of the Dead
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