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Abstract

This research examined male and female homosexual identities in Thai classic
and contemporary literature and explored how such identities have changed over time.
Homosexual characters from 3 classic and 10 contemporary Thai literary pieces were
analyzed. To be included in the study, the contemporary texts had to be written by
professional authors and published between 1973 and 2004.

The findings showed that regardless of their sexuality, classic Thai male
homosexual characters were consistently depicted as masculine and described in ways
associated with their masculine status, whether in terms of physicality, character traits,
expression, or the various roles they fulfilled. In contemporary literature, on the other
hand, three types of male homosexual identities were represented: 1) Gay characters
had a striking appearance and likable personality and demeanor. They had masculine
traits and tended to have a good education and career and to come from a wealthy
family. 2) Tut characters were depicted as having a nice physical appearance and
countenance, and their personality or demeanor was portrayed as more effeminate. 3)
Kathoey characters manifested their femininity both physically and mentally, and their

physical beauty was portrayed to surpass that of cisgender, heterosexual women.



@[ Journal of Graduate MCU KhonKaen Campus 82
mevrk Vol.10 No.4 October — December 2023

In terms of female homosexuality in classic literature, only lesbian sexual
identities were found. Lesbian characters had no physical traits that differentiated them
from other female characters. However, among some characters, aspects of their
character or personality could be interpreted as more masculine and associated with
their involvement in a same-sex romantic relationship. In contemporary literature, three
types of female homosexuality were found: 1) Tom characters were portrayed as strong
with a cheeky or forward demeanor and the tendency to dress similarly to men. 2) Dee
characters had a nice appearance and good etiquette. Their feminine traits matched
general social expectations for cisgender, heterosexual women. 3) Lesbian characters
were depicted in a similar manner to those in classic literature, meaning they could only

be differentiated from other female characters based on their sexual behaviors.

The later period of literature saw an increase in the number and diversity of
homosexual characters and saw more openness toward diverse sexual behaviors,
reflecting social changes that have led to more acceptance of gender and sexual

diversity in Thai society.

Keywords: Homosexuality; Classic Literature; Contemporary Literature; Gender and

Sexual Identity
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