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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the dhamma
explanation by using the reasons in the Buddhist texts; 2) to study the
explanation methods by using the reasons in the Commentaries of Suttanta
Tipitaka; 3) to study the reasonableness of the dhamma explanation by
reasoning principles in the Commentaries of Suttanta Tipitaka. This qualitative
study was conducted by means of documentary research and its conclusions
are as follows:

There are six methods for explaining the dhamma according to
the Buddhist texts : (1) explanation from a small viewpoint to a bigger one;
such as, classification of the Five Aggregates of the individual before
classifying those in the past, future and present; (2) explanation from a board
viewpoint to a smaller one or from the universal to the specific, this is called
Deductive Reasoning in logic terms, such as explaining the concept of the
Cycle of Existence or Samsara; (3) comparative explanation such as
comparing the Five Aggregates with its environment; (4) inference
explanation categorized in two aspects: 1) inference of the Buddha virtues in
the present with those in the past and future, this can be seen in the
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Sampasadaniya Sutta; 2) oneself-inference with the others as seen in the
Anuman Sutta; (5) explanation by the event exampling through telling stories
in the past that the audiences used to hear before, this seen in Upalivada Sutta;
(6) dhamma explanation in processes started by questioning and
systematically answering as seen in the Kathavatthu Text.

The dhamma explanation by using the reasons in the
Commentaries of Suttanta Tipitaka is similar to methods seen in the
Tipitaka. They are metaphorical reasoning, example reasoning, causal
reasoning, questioning-in-return reasoning, reasoning based on loving
kindness and compassion, metaphorical reasoning based on physiology,
convincing reasoning, reasoning by comparing with others’ attitudes, religious
preservation reasoning, peaceful reasoning, metaphysical reasoning between
life values and materials, reasoning by referring to the truth, miracle
reasoning, reasoning in terms of overall meaning, logical reasoning, past
storytelling reasoning, practical reasoning, reasoning as a teacher, reasoning
by ‘niggaha’ and ‘anuggaha’, moral reasoning, natural reasoning, empirical
truth reasoning, reasoning related to roles and abilities, sociological reasoning,
capacity reasoning, returned questioning and metaphorical reasoning based on
the truth according to the principles of Four Bases of Social Solidarity
(sangahavatthu-dhamma) and reasoning based intellectual competency.

Reasonableness of the dhamma explanation by using the reasons
in the Commentaries of the Suttanta Tipitaka can be seen as follows:

Reasonableness in the metaphorical dhamma explanation relies on
reasonableness and examples of a real life, transcendental dhamma condition,
the stories in the past or Jataka; this makes those who studied the
Commentaries understand the dhamma clearer; for example, to explain the
concept of the Five Hindrances, the sensual desire is metaphorically compared
with people with debt. The metaphorical explanation is one of the excellent
tools for explaining the dhamma, without this, the beauty and language flavor
are lost; importantly, comprehension in the dhamma conditions hardly
happens.

Reasonableness in the cause-effect explanation of the dhamma leads
to the realization of the dependent dhammas; for example, wisdom and
precepts mutually function and lead to the purity as can be seen in the case of
the senior monk who used his purity of precepts having observed for 60 years
to overcome the feelings and to attain the arahantship; Pasha, Santati, the
commander in chief, who has never observed the precepts has been drinking
for seven days; in the seventh day, he was suffered because of his beloved
woman death; after he listened to the dhamma about distinguishing the
defilement and worries in the past and non-attachment on the aggregates; later
on he was calm down.

Reasonableness of the metaphorical dhamma explanation can be
made in a variety of ways; for example, the noble sight can be created by
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physical eyes and dhamma eyes; the first is not the true sight as the true sight
must be created by wisdom; the explanation of those with contemplation on
their sight faculty as the one with consciousness contemplation, if not it is like
the city with the open gates for robberies and if so, it is like the city with high
security; consciousness, one of the enlightenment factors, is like the royal
treasurer with good memory in property management; the religious heir can
preserve the religion; food is one of the four requisites for living of all beings:
human, animal and devas, food is divided in gross and subtle stage;
Kavalinkarahara is like the son’s meat, Bhassahara is like a cow without its
skin, Manocetanahara is like a fire hole, Vinfianahara is like being strapped by
a hundred of spears.

Keyword: Explaining theology with reason; Bible Commentary Sutta Pitaka
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