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The Buddhist Management of Community Forests according

to Changphuak Sub-district Suwannabhumi, District,
Roi-Et Province
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Abstract

The aims of this research were: 1) to study the Buddhist forest
management; 2) to study the problematic conditions and community forest
management in Chang Phueak sub-district, Suwannaphum district, Roiet
province; 3) to study the Buddhist forest community management in Chang
Phueak sub-district. This study was conducted by using the qualitative
research methodology through the documentary study and fieldwork. 14 key
informants were used in the in-depth interviews and 25 participants joined the
in the group discussion. The research tool used in collecting the data was a



o a 1
MIENITUVUNAANYINRIYWIVDULLNU a77

U 6 adun 4 Ussdufounanay - 5uNAN 2562

structured interview form and the obtained data were interpreted by the
descriptive analysis.

The research results were as follows:

In terms of the Buddhist community forest management, it was found
that it is the application of the Buddhist doctrine to take care of the community
forest in order to solve the problems of deforestation and development of life,
society and environment related to humans.

The study of the problems and community forest management in
Chang Phueak sub-district found that the problems of Dong-Tamle DonYai
community forest was caused by forest encroachment to log Siamese
rosewood, and management of Dong-Tamle - Don Yai community forest was
caused by people in the community that have knowledge and understanding of
the problems of illegal logging of Siamese rosewood. Together, they create
good conscience and awareness of the value of community forests, and gather
they form a volunteer group to protect the Dong- Tamle Don Yai community
forest by helping to prevent, suppress, control, rehabilitate and maintain the
community forest. The problematic conditions of Ban Non Sawang
community forest were caused by the forest encroachment and deforestation.
The forest deforestation prevention is in the way of the community that the
community and the forest must coexist but there still is a lack of knowledge,
experience and a participatory process from community organizations and
other relevant agencies that help develop a community forest to be sustainable.
Ban Non Sawang community forest management must rely on the
management of Dong-Tamle Don Yai community forest.

Buddhist community forest management in Chang Phueak sub-district
is found to be a guideline for working between people in the area together with
relevant government agencies. It creates the process of participation of people
in the community and people in the area in cooperation. Both community
forests have been restored and developed to create a community forestry
management process with stability and a clear system which enables people to
manage natural resources in a clear, sustainable, holistic way of Buddhism.
The Buddhist management of community forests in Chang Phueak sub-district
is the integration of Buddhist doctrines in forest management to enable people
and forests to live together in a natural way and to build relationships between
nature and people in the community supportive to each other by not hurting
each other, having kindness to nature, recognizing the value of forests in the
area and helping to maintain it.

Keywords: Management; Community Forest; The Buddhist Management
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