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Abstract

This article aims to explore and analyze the divine characteristics of the Chaomae
Tuptim iconography as manifested in Thai society. The research employs a qualitative
approach, utilizing document-based study of iconographic theory to examine Chaomae
Tuptim’s divine traits. Additionally, field research was conducted at 100 Chinese and Thai
shrines, involving photographic documentation and observation to collect iconographic
data and interpret the divine attributes of Chaomae Tuptim within the context of Thai
society. Initially, it was found that the representations of Chaomae Tuptim in Thai society
can be categorized into five types: 1). Tui Buai Teng Niang of the Hainan Chinese group
2). Tian Hou Teng Mai of the Hainan Chinese group 3). Jia Tun Teng Niang of the Hainan
Chinese group 4). Pung Tao Ma of the Teochew Chinese group and 5). Chaomae Tuptim
in the traditional beliefs of the Thai people. The study found that the statues of the
goddess Tuptim were created based on the belief in the “water goddess”, worshipped
by the Thai people who live by and are connected to rivers and canals. as the protective
deity “Goddess of the Waters”. The diasphoric Chinese in Thai society worship their local
water goddesses as follows: 1). Tian Hou Sheng Mu (K J5 255} - called “Thian Hau Sing
Bio” by the Hokkien Chinese group, “Tian Hou Xie Bo” by the Teochew Chinese group and
“Tian Hou Teng Mai” by the Hainan Chinese group, with the pronunciation varying
according to local dialects. 2). Shui Wei Sheng Niang (ZKJE2EUR) - called “Zui Buai Sing
Niu” by the Hokkien Chinese group, “Goddess Zui Buai Xie Nia” by the Teochew Chinese
group and “Dui Buai Deng Niang” by the Hainan Chinese group. 3). Zheng Shun Sheng
Niang GEMIZEUR) - called “Jia Sun Sing Niu” from the Hokkien Chinese group, “Jia Sung
Xie Nia” from the Teochew Chinese group and “Jia Tun Deng Niang” from the Hainan
Chinese group. 4). Ben Tou Ma (43k1H) - called “Bun Tao Ma” by the Hokkien Chinese
group, “bung Tao Ma” by the Teochew Chinese group and “Bun Gao Ma” by the Hainan
Chinese group. Later, when the names of the goddesses were translated into Thai, people
collectively referred to the above depictions as “Chaomae Tuptim”, leading to confusion
and the misunderstanding that they were the same goddess. In fact, each goddess has a

different origin.
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