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Abstract

Color concept constructed from various elements e.g. social, philosophy, religion,
history and culture. This article separated in 2 parts: the first part aimed to study
ideology and beliefs of color in Chinese art history; the second part studied about

color concepts in Chinese culture and lifestyle.

The result showed that since Chinese primitive era, the ideology of color in an-
cient society represented through colors on the pre-historic pottery. During feudal
era, there were some ink-on-silk paintings and tomb wall-paintings which repre-
sented the beliefs of underworld life. Moreover, ancient people started to extract
colors from natural raw materials e.g. plants, ores for pigments. Color selection
in Chinese painting not only reflected the changes of time and social values,
but also the religious beliefs. The ideology of Chinese color generated from ex-
perience, perception and interpretation. The meaning of same color might vary
to different factors by numerous meaning and values. Thus, the study of color

concept in Chinese culture not only show the representation of objects, symbols,
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emotions and social phenomena, but also reflect the Chinese paradigm through

art. language and folklore.

Keywords  Color / Beliefs / Chinese art / Chinese culture
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