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ABSTRACT

THE ROLE OF EUROPEAN UNION (EU) IN ESTABLISHING
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL REGIME:
A CASE STUDY OF EMISSION TRADING SCHEME (EU-ETS)
ON AVIATION SECTOR

Khongkrit Sealakhun

The article is to study the European Union’s leadership role in the
process of negotiating the climate change convention and building the
_international environment regime. The EU has been a crucial actor in the

creation of 'the' Kyoto Protocol as a regime for deal‘ing with climate change.
Moreover, the' EU has also been at the forefront of‘enhancing this

nvuronmental reglme by rncludlng awa‘non sector 1nto the EU emission
tradmg system (ETS) |n order to mmgate the cllmate change impact from
aviation business. The EU ETS on aviation sector has been regarded as
‘the most cost-efﬁcxent and envnronmentauy effectlve optlon for control- -

,Ung avnatlon carbon dloxade emissions.

The study conﬁrms that the EU became a leadlng actor in both E
. ‘reglonal and global enVIronmentreglmes lts roles extend beyondf :
9 partlcxpatlon in partlcular negotna’nons to encompass the propagatlon of -
«, env;ronmental norms and prlnc;ples Apart from the Kyoto Protocol the
attempt to lmplement ETS in the. aviation busnness has been by far more'
: advanced than other regnons However this regime undenlably came with

the dfsputes,wﬁh non- E_uro_pean airlines and passengers who were

“ aff’ecte‘d by the rising costs.
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' John Baylis and Steve Smith, The globalization of world politics,
3 ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006), pp.468-474.

z IPCC, Climate change: The IPCC impact assessment [Online], 1990,
Available from: http://www.ipcc.ch/ipccreports/far/wg_Il/ipcc_far wg Il full re-
port.pdf [2011, October 18]
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Ibid.
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¢ UNFCCC, An introduction to the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protocol [Online].
Available from: http://unfccc.int/files/press/backgrounders/application/pdf/
unfccc_and_kyoto_protocol.pdf [2011, May 23].

®> UNFCCC, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
[Online], 1992, Available from: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng/
pdf. [2010, October 20].
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” Richard N. Cooper, Toward a Real Global Warming Treaty [Online],
1998, Available from: http://www.jstor.org/stable/20048789 [2011, June 3].

8 European Union, European Union ratifies the Kyoto Protocol
[Online], 2002, Available from: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do
reference=IP/02/794&formal=HTML&aged=08&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
[2010, October 23].

? European Union, Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change [Online],
2011,Available from: http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/environment/
tackling_climate_change/(28060_en.htm [2012, January 7 ]

% Nanthanan Kunnamas, “Old, new and scare protectionism: Thailand’s
agricultural export to the EU,” (Doctoral dissertation, School of Politics and
International Studies, University of Leeds, 2008), p. 133.
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guidance on national allocations for 2008-2012 [Online], 2006, Available
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3 European Union, Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament
and of the council [Online], 2003, Available from: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/
LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2003:275:0032:EN:PDF [2011, March 23].
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15 European Commission, Emission Trading System (EU ETS) [Online],
2010, Available from: http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets/index_en.htm
[2011, March 23].
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