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ABSTRACT

Salt, the white gold of Europe, a political and
economical key to power and wealth

Chotiros Kovithvattanaphong

Life originates in the sea. Salt or sodium chloride is a chemical
compound that is the most intimate to and has always been one of the
fundamental needs for all belngs plant, animal, and man.

Besides oceans and seas, some parts of the Earth, here and there
areﬁ prrveleged with salt deposnts on the earth’s surface, or deep i in the
; ground and inside mountams The central part of Europe especially, the
area extendlng from Germany, Swrtzerland to Austria, is blessed with
' deposrts of halite in the Alps where salt springs also run deep in
subterranean zones ' ‘

‘ o In thls artrcte two maJor satt tradmg centres Venlce and Salzburg,
are presented as examples of how salt being a white gold much searched

_ after, was a key to polrtlcat soverergnty and economrcal domlnatron over
i“«other nelghbounng countrres \ ¢ ‘

: Salt as an mdlspensable food preservatrve is also dlscussed so as
tog grve an msrght rnto the importance of salt, in the past, to the stabrllty:
»_‘..v:of a nation’s dlet when no other means of food preservatlon were yetb‘
_f"found such as canning, refngeratmg, frozenmg, etc. The Swedlsh food ‘
management in the 16th century, is grven as an examp[e :

o Salt asa key substance used in speleotherapy or halotherapy and
in all types of spa and resorts which have been, worldwide, created and
devetopped since the end of the 19™ century, seems to hold i increasing
esteern 3s a health- revrvrng agent and consequently still is a money-
/ makrng raw-material. ~




New researches shed llght to how ore should have sufﬁcuent mtake‘ki‘ ‘
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