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ABSTRACT

From Castle to Buddhist Sanctuary :

Thai Temple in Paris through Sociological Perspective

Vijit Praphong

Was invented in 2000 by Thai monks under the direction of the
. International Association of Thai Buddhists in France (A.LT.B.F), the Tham-
mapathip Temple in Paris (Castle of Lugny) is an important place of cult
for Buddhists and curious, especially for 'people'residing in France (and
also in Europe) Although the temple was invented by Thai monks, and
tis a «Thai temple But the farthful are mostly Asian immigrants in
: France the «Chinese of France». or the ethnic Chrnese who came from
countries of former lndochrna Cambodra Laos Vietnam, (Thailand,
' China..) ot :
. Whether followrng the practrce and ceremony Known as «relrglous»
\,_'or the manrfestatron of folk (e g. the Water Festival or Thai. New Year,
5.53Chrnese New Year) the Thammapathrp Temple has played an rmportant

: role wrth drssemlnatron and malntenance of Buddhist culture by serving
the falthful and the curious as o place of worshrp Accordrng to this
"f,general perspectrve the temple canb ‘_seen asa place of cult related
*to the srmple relatronshrp relrgrous ractice, worshrp ‘and tradrtronalv
/ festrvals But when we observe wrth carefully through socrologrcal per—fl
f"spectrve it’s not very srmple In fact thrs Thar temple in French caprtal'
" no ce of worship. o v S
o us, after presentrng a brlef hrstory and a 1 '.overvrew of the tem-'
‘ "ple fro  Castle to Buddhrst Sanctuary, we wrll try throughout in this
paper descnbe these aspects the temple asa place to produce the
’ Hcollectrve conscrousness and socral solidarity as well as ethnlc socral :
:'jnetworks on the survrval of Thar rllegal workers rn Parrs :

' :Key words Buddhrst sanctuary, temple worshrp, collectrve conscious- -
ness, socral solidarity, ethnic social networks
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2 m‘md%’ﬂma : Association internationale Thai des Bouddhistes en
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la République francaise. a33ufl 19 UATRUS .. 2543,

’ Praphong, V., Blanc, A. (dir.), Rapport de stage de Master 2 Sociologie
a " ALT.B.F (Association Internationale Thai des Bouddhistes en France),
« Temple Thammapathip : un lieu de culte qui produit la solidarité et du
conflit », Université Pierre Mendés France, Grenoble 2, 2011.
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v Durkheim, E., Les régles de la méthode sociologique, Paris, Presses
Universitaires de France, 1895.
18 Durkheim, E., De la division du travail social, Paris, Presses Univer-
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