ABSTRACT
The Impacts of European Union Enlargement on Thai Economy
Nitinant Wisaweisuan

On 1 May 2004, the European Union's enlargement extended to
10 countries. This added toatal population and combined GDP to the
former EU. Additionally, the group of 10 new countries is considered the
new markets with one of the worid’s highest growth rate. This would
undeniably have impacts on the world economy, including Thaitand.

This research aims to study the impacts of the EU enlargement
on Thai economy with a focus on evaluating comparative advantage of
Thailand to EU-15 countries, and to the new member countries in main
exporting industries. This is in order to analyse and anticipate the
change in Thai export to European Union after the enlargement.
Moreover, this research project priorities the necessity to closely watch
the changes in comparative advantage from the most affected to the
least affected industries.
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Main Export Merchandises

Main Import Merchandises

Country | to EU from EU

Cyprus Transport equipment, Transport equipment and
agricuftural machinery and machinery, agriculture and
textiles. chemical products

Czech Machinery and electrical Machinery and electrical

Rep. goods, transport equipment, | goods, transport equipment
base metals and textiles and base metals

Estonia Machinery and equipment, Machinery and equipment,
wood and wood articles, and | vehicles, and base metals
textiles.

Hungary | Machinery, transfort Machinery, transport
equipment and chemicals equipment and textiles.

Latvia Wood, followed by textiles, Machinery, electrical and
minerals, machinery and transport equipment, and
electrical equipment agricultural goods

Lithuania | Textiles and mineral products | Machinery and vehicles

Malta Electronic equipment Semi-finished industrial

supplies

Poland Machinery and electrical Machinery and electrical
goods. (23% growth) goods

Slovakia | Machinery, electrical and Machinery, electrical and
transport equipment transport eguipment

Slovenia | Machinery and electrical Machinery and electrical

equipment, transport
equipment and base metals.

equipment, transport
equipment and base metals.

al P :
YIHA: ﬂgﬂmm"}m’mm'mﬂwuwmmﬂmmmm uAazUsEA

(bttp://feuropa.eu.int)
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