ABSTRACT
Problems Encountered by Translators of the Document of
King Chulalongkorn’s First Visit to Europe in 1897
Pachee Yuvajita

A ‘true translator’ will not translate without
thorough understanding of contents. This is because
a key factor of translation is ‘meaning’.

(Panya Borisutdhi, 2542)

Above is a guideline technique for a translation of the
document of King Chulalongkorn’s First Visit to Europe in 1897
from Thai into English. The translator placed a step of reading for
comprehension of the manuscript as a primary task, as the
document, though in prose, is not easy to understand. Problems of
understanding largely come from two sources: the changed
environment, as the matter of fact that the royal letters were
written a hundred year ago; and mistakes from print and reprint
process.

The translator tried to s olve the problem by using 7 hink-
Aloud Protocol technique that is to think aloud i.e. read out aloud
the contents. This technique helped to guess a correct meaning and
to understand the context.

What else to be considered before a work of all is to judge
a tone of language of the translation. For the reason that King
Chulalongkom’s letters to Her Majesty the Queen were personal,
rather than official, the translator translated the manuscript into
English with unofficial tone of language. In contrary to the
Queen’s letters which were rather official, the official tone was
hence applied.
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A good translator needs to be an expert in those of
languages and cultures he/ she is associated with. Whenever the
translator fails to understand a context, an extensive research in
concem to the matter is crucially required. So did the translator of
this translation project of King Chulalongkorn’s First Visit to
Europe in 1897.

According to the iranslator, the translation of the
documents of King Chulalongkom was very difficult because the
documents contain a number o f obsolete words and e xpressions,
for instance. In addition, the royal letters cannot be regarded at all
as normal, though they are in unofficial style of writing. In
contrary, they are of significant importance in term of literature
value. King Chulalongkorn’s rhetoric is more than impressive.
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WazIe 300 ymlaae ...

Mulazasdiuiife

We had a nice chat until 3 p.m. Then I
visited a museum and the Royal Danish Porcelain
Factory. Now, dull-coloured porcelain is very
fashionable and the decorative design of each piece
shows artistic craftsmanship. No matter how expensive
they are, I have to buy some for you. They have become
popular because Emperor Alexander IIl loves to buy
products made in his consort’s country. He has
obtained a large collection which fills his household.
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Now it has become a trend for other people to follow
his example. In fact, Chinese porcelain is much cheaper
but it also fetches a high price here. A jar like the one
we buy for monks can very easily be sold here for 300
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