UNARES
The Significance of King Chulalongkorn’s Visit to Europe
. GINIhiel Aeng

sanass ndengmsde fena vaslsemudinializia-
anamssuhiEao mwﬂumﬁwszﬂizqimﬁLﬁmﬁumnﬂﬁwizwwaqﬁﬂ
ST IMESassaeesn A oe il wer. 2440

daveneiinaufinsorsdmasssasrnaglaiaduen fo lul
wel. 2434 annTransnaTaindesamndowsndmiiladaimadlfiade dau
senndng Wardaaa BuaBomsumeshe walan ednhmssmasede
WIzARRsNAN AL iR TUTaIWIETITOUGNE D WisTIE L EBu Yl
dumluojaufadunmedeingisneh “ldumsquadiothenisiy”
(to be treated like the Tsarevitch) N13LdA9 Bauadeturinliau
Sntussudassmhmaamndeddioramsvasdaiinauaimiiiu
Aasmwdonsmh lgusglemiingmasdmivaealwemndymmesfudu
yemadtasmnultnenmdasaanniion faslmaemssd 19 loaawng

aeradafuane AL SEmeN S






*
The Significance of King Chulalongkorn’s Visit to Europe
H.S.H. Prince Subhadradis Diskul

With regard to King Chulalongkom’s first visit to Europe in 1897,
I would like to relate a number of anecdotes that are told in my
family and which have not appeared in print before.

Some years prior to the King’s visit, the Russian Tsarevitch, the
future Tsar Nicholas II, traveled around the world, stopping in
Thailand, where he was very warmly and graciously received at
Bang-Pa-in Palace. The grandiouse nature of his reception gave
rise to a Thai expression: “to be treated like the Tsarevitch.”
During this visit, King Chulalongkorn had an opportunity to get to
know the Russion Prince, and a true friendship developed between
the two men. This friendship would prove very valuable when
King Chulalongkorn embarked on his first trip to Europe. At the
time of his trip, there were political tensions between Siam and
France. The King explained his concemns in a letter to the Tsar,
who advised him to go to Russia before visiting France, and this is
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what the King did. From Italy, King Chulalongkom went to
Switzerland, Austria, Hungary, and then to Russia, where he was
very well received.

In a letter to Queen Saowapa, the Regent in Bangkok, the King
praised the Tsar generously. The Tsar pledged that Thailand would
remain independent although he did not elaborate on how this
would be achieved. In Saint Petersburg, the King stayed at
Peterhof. Soon after his arrival, the Tsar invited the King to have
their photograph taken together. The Tsar sent the photo to be
published in the French journal Hlustration, and according to the
stories told in my family, after the photo appeared in prnt,
tensions between France and Siam eased considerably. When I
related this anecdote to one of the French ambassadors here in
Bangkok, he said: “Il vous fait croire (It makes you believe it).”

In one of his letters to the court in Bangkok, the King credited Tsar
Nicholas II with the success of his European visit. The Tsar spoke
favorably of the King with the Austrian Emperor Franz-Josef and
with the German leaders in Berlin, and this is why King
Chulalongkorn was so warmly received in both places. Prior to his
departure, the King had been reluctant to go to France. The French
had not yet agreed to a programme for his visit, but after his regal
reception by the Russian Royal Family, the King was received
with equally regal honours in Paris.

Throughout his trip, the King liked most of the people he met, and
most of them liked the King. From his letters, it is also clear that
the King was a modest man. He wrote to one of his sons who was
studying in Europe at the time: “If I do something wrong to
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improper, please advise me”. But the King performed
magnificently everywhere he went.

Amnother anecdote that is told in my family concerns one of the
King’s sons who had been sent to study in Copenhagen, Denmark.
When this son saw the King, he prostrated himself on the ground
in front of him. King Chulalongkorn was very pleased that despite
the boy’s long stay in Europe, he had not forgotten Thai customs
and wrote a letter back to Bangkok praising this son. When one of
the King’s wives read the letter, she wrote to her own son, who
was also studying in Europe at the time, and told him to make sure
to prostrate himself, too, if he saw the King during this travels
through Europe.

It is also evident from the letters he wrote to Queen Saowapa in
Bangkok that the King knew the European chiefs of state quite
well and had real insight info their political circumstances. After
leaving the Austro-Hungarian Empire, for instance, the King wrote
that the empire existed only because of the Emperor, and that
without him, the country would break apart. Of ceurse, this
prediction came true some years later, even though King
Chulalongkorn died six years before Emperor Franz-Josef. The
King was also privy to certain European secrets. In a meeting with
Chancellor Bismarck, King Chulalongkorn asked about the
friendly relations between Russia and Germany, and Bismarck
responded that the friendship would be short-lived, which again
proved to be true.

The King also demonstrated a true talent for diplomacy. When the
ruler of one small European country tried to persuade the King to
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allow his country to invest in railroads in Siam, promising that
because his nation was small, no gunboais would be dispatched to
attack Bangkok, the King remarked on the then-current conflict
between Greece and Turkey. Greece, too, was just a small country,
but the other Buropean powers had seen the fighting between
Greece and her neighbour as their concern. The same would
happen to Thailand, no matter whether she granted economic
concessions to a large or small country.

At home, Thai people were very concerned about the King’s trip to
Europe. They were concerned about the monarch’s health and
about the success of his mission. My father (Prince Damrong
Rajanuphab, the King’s younger brother) who was Minister of the
Interior for most of the reign of King Chulalongkorm, told me there
were two m oments o f supreme p leasure in his life. One was his
own retum to Thailand after a nine-year stay in Penang, and the
other was seeing King Chulalongkorn on his return from his first
visit to Burope. As a souvenir of the trip, the King gave my father
a gold cigarette c ase with an inscription w hich reads: “ What we
planned has been accomplished”. The King was most likely
referring to their work to preserve the independence of Siam.

In light of his praise for Tsar Nicholas II, it may seem surprising
that King Chulalongkom did not retumn to Russia on his second
trip to Europe ten years later in 1907. According to my sister, who
heard the story form my father, the King had indeed wanted to go,
but because of the Russian defeat in the war against Japan in 1905,
the Tsar’s popularity had suffered tremendously and he could no
longer guarantee the King’s security.
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One final anecdote about King Chulalongkorn’s historic visit to
Europe also comes from my sister, who heard it from our father.
When the King returned from Europe for the second time in 1907,
he said to his brother that in ten years’ time, he would go back to
Europe for a third visit. It seemed appropriate since ten years had
passed between the King’s first and second visits. But King
Chulalongkorn’s personal physician already suspected that the
monarch would not live so long. After all, he had made his second
visit primarily for health reasons, visiting a number of spas.
And, indeed, as the doctor predicted, the King passed away three
years later, in 1910.
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