 ABSTRACT
Marie Guimar de Pina: Religion and Politics in
the King Narai Regime

Plubplung Kongchana

Marie Guimar de Pina was a Japanese - Portuguese who
lived in Siam in the middle of 17t century. She resided with her
family in the Portuguese section of Ayutthaya City an
international port during those times. The stories of Marie Guimar
are well known among those who are interested in the history of
Siamese cuisine. She is known widely as a cook who could offer
delicious dishes, be it savouries or desserts.

In the following article, the author will present a study of
Marie Guimar in a different context: her role in helping
propagandize Christianity, her contribution with her husband,
Constantine Phaulcon, who was then a nobleman serving the
Court of the Siamese Royal Authority during the regime of King
Narai (1656 - 1688). For political purposes, Phaulcon was
employing Christianity to gain support from the Catholic priests
that in turn would allow him fo attain support from the King
Louis XIV of France in order to protect himself and get rid of his
political enemies. Likewise, his enemies were making use of
Buddhism and Islam to destroy his power. The power struggle
between Phaulcon and his political rivals was so intense that it
broke out into open conflict which ended with the triumph of the
rivals, and Phaulcon was then killed. As the wife of Phaulcon,
Marie Guimar’s status was affected negatively. She was relieved



of her status as a wife of ndbﬂity and turned to be a slave cooking
for the Court.

The purpose of this article is to present an event during
the end of the King Narai Regime which is-one of the important
periods in the history of Thailand. During this time, religion was
used as a means to destroy one’s enemy and had very negative
affect to many persons concerned, like Marie Guimar. -

This article is a historical analysis based mainly on
primary sources such as: Royal chronicles of Ayutthaya in Thai
language and other chronicle assemblages; records of foreigners -
the records of the contemporary Catholic priests are crucial
resources as well.

Keywords : Marei Guimar de Pina, Religion and Politics
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