


ABSTRACT
Corpus Iuris and Development of Law Academy in Europe

Chantich Sodthipan

It canmot be denied that the development of European Law
can be traced back to Roman Law. The revival of Roman Law
through the Law Academy of Bologna in Italy was intiated by an
Italian Lawyer named “Irnerio” during the 11812t century in the
high Middle Ages of Europe.

The aim of this article is to investigate the contribution of
the Law Academy of Bologna to the European Law with its roots
in the Roman Law. The contribution of Emperor Justinian in 6t
century, corpus iuris, is know as the foundation of the Huropean
Common Law and a milestone of western civilization.

The great contribution of the Law Academy of Bologna is
the parallel studies of Roman Law with the doctrines of the
Catholic Church, both the studies of content and methodologies.
The Law Academy of Bologna has developed methodology to
explain unclear glosseries in the text which is called glossatori.

Another method, apparatus, is influenced by the concept of-

Humanism and aim to analyse text more in details. The
methodologies of the age of Humanism in the 15% and 16%
centuries, dialetticco or scolasticco, which put more emphasis on
logical thinking and analysing texts, aimed that the interpretation
of the text would be more independent from the doctrines of the
Catholic Church. During this time there was a rebirth of many




new kinds of law in Europe such as law for international relation
efc. |
The acceptance and adptation of the Roman Law in the
European countries experienced different paths. Most European
lawyers have adapted the Roman Law according to the tradition,
culture and their social way of life. One crucial factor, which made
this development possible, is that the European countries have the
same basis of culture - Christianity. We can observe 2 major
movements of this development: '
1. The movement in France - Scuola dei Culti
2. The movement in Germany, which tried to adapt the
Roman Law to the law of the federal states. This
movement is the direct contribution to the Biirgerliches
Gesetzbuch or BGB of Germany, which is internationally
considered as one of the most concise law books based on
concept of Roman Law.
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