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ABSTRACT
The Burmese Army and Its Authoritarian Rule

Chayachoke Chulasiriwongs

The objective of this article is to provide an analytical
description of why and how the Burmese military, especially the
army, took over the govermment of Burma in March 1962, and
with a short civilian rule under U Maung Maung (August-
September 1988), the army continued its role as leaders of the
country until the present time. It is expected also the situation will
remain as such for some years.

Generally, the army believed that it is the most disciplined,
cohesive and enduring institution in Burma. Therefore, it has the
legitimacy to rule. And because many minority groups demanded
self-rule through the Panglaung Agreement of 1947, the army
then fostered a stronger belief that, for the sake of national unity,
an “iron rule” is needed. The style of authoritarian rule applied
was the use of force, trickeries, and excuses for its continued
presence. At the same time, the army also created “democratic
scenario” during its rule of over 43 years. However, the play has
not been consistent, because while the army allowed a general
election in mid 1990, it refused to yield the “power to rule” to
elected parties. The ploy caused voices of concern and strong
economic sanctions from Western countries. However, these fell
on deaf ears as the junta believed in its sovereign rights and
legitimacy. In addition, with the policy of friendly relations
engaged by the PRC, India and ASEAN members, the Burmese




leaders are able to keep on with their authoritarianism. Yet from
the beginning of the year 2005, some ASEAN leaders and
parliamentarians have shown some displeasure over the junta’s
continuing “house arrest” of Aung San Suu Kyi, the opposition
leader. The question is “What will then be the future of the army
and its authoritarian rule?”



