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Abstract

European Union (EU) is one of the most prominent
actors in the international arena as it is an economic and
political giant. Moreover, EU is also a significant supporter
of international norms, particularly human dignity, freedom,
democracy, equality, rule of law, and human rights. However,
the outstanding status comes with the expectation for EU
to have a leading role and responsibility in solving the crisis.

The influx of migrants in 2015 is a formidable chal-
lenge for EU to seek for competent management because
the issue relates to human-centric norms, which EU supports
in international arena. Also, lack of such management might
undermine the security of member states and region. This
article argues that EU should have the leading role and
responsibility in managing and solving the influx of migrants
in 2015 in order to maintain its respected status in the
international arena since EU is one of the most outstanding
organisations who strengthen the human rights. If EU fails to
effectively solve the crisis, it might lose the leading role and
respect of the international community, thereby posing a
question whether EU could be capable of managing the future
crisis, particularly when it takes place on its own territory.

Keywords: migrant management, European Union, responsibility
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2 “Goals and values of the EU,” European Union, April 29, 2017, https://europa.
eu/european-union/about-eu/eu-in-brief_en (accessed on March 10, 2018).
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12 “IOM Counts 3,771 Migrant Fatalities in Mediterranean in 2015,” Inter-
national Organization for Migration, May 1, 2016, https://www.iom.int/news/
iom-counts-3771-migrant-fatalities-mediterranean-2015 (accessed on April 30,
2018).
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13 “Europe,” International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect, http://
www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/europe (accessed on April 30, 2018).
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14 “nanmnsuReveulunisunties ‘Responsibility to Protect (RtoP)’,” SSC
Weekly 33/56, May 27, 2013, http://www.sscthailand.org/uploads_ssc/033-
SWF%20P033%2027May-2%20june%202013%20-%20Copy.pdf (accessed on
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15 “Managing Refugee Crisis,” European Commission, 2015, https://ec.europa.
eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agen-
da-migration/background-information/docs/eam_state_of play 20151014 pri-
ority actions_en.pdf (accessed on April 30, 2018).
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16 “A EUROPEAN AGENDA ON MIGRATION 2015,” European Commission,
May 13, 2015, https://ec.europa.eu/anti-trafficking/sites/antitrafficking/files/
communication_on_the european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf (accessed on
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