ABSTRACT

THE EU COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY:

ORIGINAL RAISON D'ETRE AND ITS RELEVANCE
TODAY?

Jatuchatra Chommai and Narongdej Phanthaphoommee

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is one of the
common policies implemented by the European Union, which represents
almost half of its budget. Although the policy aims at ensuring food security
and providing market stability to the union, it is under heavy criticism from
other countries. The policy: consequently, generates distortion in the
international irade. Apparently, the policy contradicts with the principle of _
trade liberalisation enshrined in the World Trade Organisation (WTOQ). This
article attempts to find the answer to the following questions: 1) why CAP
could be implemented despite its inconsistency with the principle of trade
liberalisation?: 2) why its existence seems to remain static despite a number
of complaints from other affected countries. This article analyses the issue
from three perspectives: 1) international trade regulations, 2) the union's
internal politics: 3} international opposition voices. The authors believe that
the union’s protectionism in agricultural sectors will remain the same in

substance, though with different forms.
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4. Fodaneivunoiilann

wlHLIENSINEATIIN (Common Agricultural Policy: CAP) 289

aﬂmwEﬂ‘i‘ﬂLﬁuuf&imamﬁm_,ﬁﬁaslﬁl,ﬁﬂmiﬁﬂLﬁauiunﬁnwsﬁ'wwimﬁsw1ﬂ
dauiieann defildnaanuds msduluie cAp fiflansfiafunianism
;sﬂtmwfi\i & umanmadumed wlewe CAP  Asznaudhe 3 dade
manifasemadudinuasmelu melimsaemmnelu waemstingamm
rrssenen IR AR nwasuasmnwelsy sansouteivusmalantd i
Femnmg sl lldfdseansnmlumsndauiledn fefdatussanalaiiii

sea i@ alanniiddadmmedsoandudinuasagusediugs

VNI TSI St SneT A aiine

Agricultural Row

Agricultural
Materials Exports
Value Rural Population
(% of Total
Redi Added (% of Merchand (% of Total}
egion erchandise
g Total GDF)
export)
1980 2000 1980 2000 1980 2000
East Asia and Pagcific 24.2 12.6 12 2 78 65
Europe and Central Asia - 10.5 - 9 41 35
Latin America & the 10.3 7.1 4 3 35 25
Caribbean
Middle East and North 10.3 14.2 1 0 52 41
Africa
South Asia 380 25.1 10 1 78 72
Sub-Sahara 17.6 17.0 13 4 77 66

A World Bank
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