ABSTRACT

FROM WTO TO EU-ASEAN FTA

Analysis by Writers at Thaieurope.net

This paper aims to explore a recent development of EU-ASEAN,
particularly EU-Thai, economic and commercial relations after the WTO
(World Trade Organisation) Doha Round negotiation comes to a halt. kit
argues that a rather limited success of Doha Round during 2004-2006 has
prought a shift in the EUJ's economic and commercial stralegies towards
ASEAN, from its focus on ‘multilateralism’ towards a more aftention on
strengthening interregional and bilateral relations with ASEAN. This includes
a new possibility for the EU-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (FTA). officially
announced by Peter Mandelson, EU Trade Commissioner, and ASEAN
Economic Ministers at the AEM-EU Trade Commissioner Consultation in May
2006 in the Philippines.

Empirical investigation conducted for this paper observes the
European Commission’s recent aftitude towards the future negotiation of EU-
ASEAN FTA. It conciudes by analysing implications of the policy shiit,
particularly the possibility for FTA, on Thailand, and suggesting some policy
recommendations for Thailand in the coming negotiation.
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