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The First Truth is of Sorrow. Be not mocked!
Life which ye prize is long-drawn agony:
Only its pains abide; its pleasures are

As birds which light and fly.

Ache of the birth, ache of the helpless days,
Ache of hot youth and ache of manhood's prime;
Ache of the chill grey years and choking death,
These fill your piteous time.

(VIH: 148)
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Beauteous is Earth, but ali its forest-broods
Plot mutual slaughter, hungering to live;
Of sapphire are the skies, but when men cry

Famished, no drops they gave.

Ask of the sick, the mourners, ask of him
Who tottereth on his staff, lone and forlorn,
‘Liketh thee life?—these say the babe is wise
That weepeth, being born.

{Vill: 148)
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The Second Truth is Sorrow's Cause What grief
Springs of itself and springs not of Desire?
Senses and things perceived mingle and light

Passion’s quick spark of fire:

So flameth Trishna, lust and thirst of things.
Eager ye cleave to shadows, dote on dreams;
A false Self in the midst ye plant, and make

A world around which seems;

Blind to the heights beyond, deaf to the sound
Of sweet airs breathed from far past Indra's sky;
Dumb to the summans of the frue life kept

For him who false puts by.

(V1II: 148-149)
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S0 grow the strifes and lusts which make earth’s war,
So grieve poor cheated hearts and flow salt tears;
So wax the passions, envies, angers, hates;

Se years chase blood-stained years

With wild red feet. So, when the grain should grow,
Spreads the biran-weed with its evil root

And poisonous blossoms; hardly good seeds find
Soil where to fail and shoot;

(Vili: 149)
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The Third is Sorrow's Ceasing. This is peace
To conguer love of self and lust of iife,

To tear deep-rooted passion from the breast,
To still the inward strife;

(vil: 149)
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Then Sorrow ends, for Life and Death have ceased;
How should lamps flicker when their oil is spent?
The old sad count is clear, the new is clean;

Thus hath a man content,

{VIH: 150)

filss Aaemusuyniviansfiyndiudugeas dhiansfidom
grridneanteuvun Wadowndy araufielldl anumedelaid siluvient
waaawﬂuaéﬁaﬁaamﬂé’aaﬁu:.Lmﬁ@éaulg“wagﬁmﬂ FaTsanasd
Na1 “How shouid lamps flicker when their oil is spent?” 3uaASMTHa

205



whairiFes oFada 4 Tuniiinug The Light of Asia sewses’ a7 a7 Tuad

rsasipinsuialfasssumeantdeeofuis dunsiugataenang
ST

-~ d L4 o’
4. ussa: YPfunuieidnlinine

w3ve wahdeuidhlidenadulrefewiomnd Suldun
SBunsseilasd 8 Aa Huniig] Sunderiuyy Fuannan Senfudiuag
Fumnaiie Funnenaz Susnad wasfunaans’ lwmsthanaa sy
sotel sruadlduamsnamnauaziiamathenriuassanadaaiy
WNTENAS LLGimwaJmﬁu'Laﬁﬂﬂngmuﬁauﬂ@tauﬁ favierunfirasnriiuad

4
]
=t el

. . .
fistaufmihligmavaediu ersluaduaalfumithifiumemaefin s

a a o P e e
nnausnusadumslulduavariesgananadefiwmmuluiign feuad

q
w ¥

2 F=] Fa) = (-3 = 2
sanausladneunAnuuayssiion forywsdaania fqeengldmn
”»

fleusis lauasiimausiuiues

8

The Fourth Truth is The Way. It opensth wide
Piain for all feet to tread, easy and near,
The Noble Eightfold Path; it goeth straight

To peace and refuge. Hear!

Manifold tracks lead to yon sister-peaks
Around whose snows the gilded clouds are curled;
By steep or gentle slopes the climber comes

Where breaks that other world.

"\ duiRenri, i 897,
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Strong fimbs may dare the rugged road which storms,
Soaring and perilous, the mountain's breast;
The weak must wind from slower ledge to ledge,

With many a place of rest.

So is the Eightfold Path which brings to peace;
By lower or by upper heights it goes.

The firm soul hastes, the feeble tarries. All

Will reach the sunlit snows.

(VIll: 150-151}
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