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ABSTRACT

“Willy Brandt, Ostpolitik, and the Rapprochement
. between Germany and Eastern Europe

Bhawan Ruangsilp

- .Following her unconditional surrender at the end of World War
li, Germany was divided and occupied by the four victorious powers.
The Cold War rivalries between the superpowers resulted in the
establishments of the liberal-democratic Federal Republic of Germany
in the west and the socialist German Democratic Republic in the east.
The division of the German nation ended when the-‘European
Revelution’ of 1989 and the subsequent collapse of Eastern European
communism made possible the reunification of the two German states
in the followmg year. R _ | _
In the process of becommg a reumf ed nation and a pallar of
present-day Europe an_important chapter of Germanys postwar
hlstory concerns . her reconcnhatlon with former enemies and vactlms
in Europe By wholehearted!y supporting the European mtegratlon since
1950, the Federal Republic succeeded in gaining trust in"Western
Europe. On the other side of the continent, the progress was made
slow by historical burdens and East-West conflicts. B
. This article will discuss the initial phase of the rapprochement
process between the Federal Republic .of Germany and Eastern
European states. It focuses in particular on the role of West German
political elite and especially of Chancellor Willy Brandt (1969-1974).
His Neué Ostpolitik (New Eastern policy), both path-breaking and
controversml for its own time, did not only pave the way to the
reconciliation between Germany and Eastern Europe but lso laid the
foundation for the improvement of the East-West relations.
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7 willy Brandt, 'Policy Statement from October 28, 1969° aniuled
German History in Documents and Images 7 http://germanhistorydocs.

ghi-de.org

“The job of practical politics in the years lying ahead of us is
fo maintain the unity of the nation by easing the current fensions in
the relationship between the two parts of Germany. ... Twenty years
after the founding of the Federal Republic of Germany and the GDR,
we must prevent a further drifting apart of the German nation: in other
words, we must try to progress first by way of orderly cogxistence o
togetherness. ... Recognition of the GDR according fo international law
by the federal government cannot be considered. Even if two slates
exist in Germany, they are not foreign couniries. Their relations with
each other can only be of a special kind.”
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1 Fialu Manired Gortemaker, Kleine Geschichte der Bundesrepublik

Deutschiand, {Minchen: Beck, 2002), 239.

“Unter der Last der jingsten Geschichte tat ich, was Menschen
tun, wenn die Worle versagen: so gedachte ich Millionen Ermordeter.
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und anderswo haben mich verstanden.”

'S Hacke, Die Aussenpolitik der Bundesrepublik Deutschiand, 1¢8.
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? falu Hacke, Die Aussenpolitik der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, 163.
"Die deutsche Aussenpolitik verfigte nach den Kriegen diber
keinerlel Machimittel, die konventionell als Altribute der Souver{a‘nf!ét
gelten. Neben technischem und wirtschaftiichem Lefstungsvermdgen
wurden inteflektuelle und meoralische Kraft zu ihren wesentlichen
Werkzeugen. Die Aussenpolitic war darauf angewiesen, Verirauen.
Einsicht und guten Willen zu wecken. Und das erfordert heute noch
mehr als damals, wenn es nicht in unverbindlicher Schéngeisterei
steckenbleiben will: Man kann den Interessen des eigenen Landes
um so besser gerecht warden, je genaver man die Interessen andersf
versteht, um dann die Punkte gemeinsamer Interessen zu finden. Eine
solche Politik bedarf fester Grundsitze, einer zuweilen brutalen
Aufrichtigkeit, der gleichen Sprache gegeniiber alien Partnemn und

des Mutes zu Unpopularitdt im innern.”
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20 pase Lionzes, ‘The 1971 Nobel Peace Prize Presentation Speech’, Tore
Frangsmy et al. (eds.). Nobel Lectures, Peace 1971-1960, (Singapore:
World Scientific Publishing, 1997).

“Willy Brandt's peace work has had a difficult starting-point.
We have experienced one of the most barbaric wars in history....
| see a hope for the future in giving this years Peace Prize 1o an
active  politician on the international arena. .. We can see for
ourselves that Willy Brandt's policy of peace has brought thaw o the
cold political climate, and this instills hopes for a new kind of peace
for the frozen earth of Europe. ... Achieving peace and keeping it
is not a simple one-time operation. ... But people cannot five without
hope and belief. Therefore, we shall hope and therefore we shall
believe that Willy Brandt's gesture of reconciliation across the borders
of oid enernies will be interpreted in the spirit it was made.... If these
hopes are fulfiled, Willy Brandt will live on in our history as the great
Peace and Reconciliation Chancellor of Germany.”
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2! qénotuamaas Noel D. Cary. Review: Reassessing Germany's Ostpolitik
Part 22 From Refreeze to Reunification’, Central European History.
33/3 {2002): 359-3%0. BRe A. Craig, 'Did Ostpolitik work? Review Essay’
Foreign Affairs, 73/1 (1994): 162-167.
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22 Craig. 'Did Ostpolitik work?', 162.

23 Richard von Weizsacker, ‘Es begann in Poten. Brandts Kniefall ermdglichte
die EU-Osterweiterung’, Zeit Online, hitp://www.zeit.de/2000/50/
200050-kniefall.xml, received 2 May 2010.
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