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ABSTRACT

French foreign policy and changes
to the German problem after World War 2.

Préech'ayana Wong Arun

This paper aims to examine the change in French foreign policy
toward Germany after the World War Il. Initially, France since 1945
was facing two severest conditions; fear of German resurgence and
the ‘Cold War. The consequences of three wars with Germany
between 1870 and 1945 mounted the highest tolls of the entire
humiliation and disasters in French history. Since the defeat in 1871,
France’s fear of Germany was not only psychological but also
fundamental. This deep-seated trepidation vitally played a crucial part
in France’s autistic policy toward the “German problem” after 1945,
However, the year 1947 was a turning point. This paper examines
a number of decisive factors that changed the entire course of
French forelgn policy toward Germany and paved the way for French
government to adopt a new policy of reconciliation toward her
hereditary enemy.
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