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ABSTRACT

The Oberammergauer Passionsspiel 2010
Chotiros Kovithvattonaphong

The history of the Passion Play performed every 10 years since
1634, in Oberammergau, is well known. However the Play was not always
seen, by outsiders, as an enactment of the vow and gratitude towards
God.

Let us briefly state that by the end of the 18th century, the Play
had become a national concem. it was, somehow, subject of political
and religious conflict and, later, was caught in the batile between
traditionalists and progressives. -

The way the Play portrayed the Jews became a subject of violent
controversy related to the anti-Semitism current of the time. Worst,
it was referred to and used as a propaganda tool by Hitter who, twice,
attended at the representation.

At times, the Play was encouraged then iater simply tolerated by
the Vatican that, to this day, still keeps a close watch on it. The Play has
nevertheless stimulated a continuous flow of overseas visitors to this
small Alpine village. |, too, followed the steps of hundreds and thousands
of those who went to Oberammergau to witness the event.

This article aims at presenting the histerical background of the
performance, at covering the staging of the Play, the cast, the music, the
people contributing to the performance, as well as at introducing
the village itself as an exemplary community of harmony, in terms of
natural environment, social and econcmical achievement through the
engagement in the Play.

On the other hand, here is an opportunity for people of ancther
faith to find some answer to the question : “Why has the fieure of
Jesus Christ nailed on the Cross been such an important symbol of
Christianism and indeed the bond among the Christians? .

The Oberammergau Passion Play has reached its religious
comimitment through an ouistanding artistic and musical performance.
The Play not only perpetuates our inner search to understand the
meaning of life and death but also allows non-christians to rethink about
their own belief and their attitude towards it.
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