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of intergovernmentalism has become more flexible. In this adapted
form used in the EU, intergovernmentalism does not limit itself to
cooperation between states anymore. Therefore, the concept has
' eXpahded its theoretical parameters to allow integration in both high
and low politics. For example, in the negotiations with Iran, the
intergovernmental mechanism of CFSP offered the EU member states
the ability to respond proactively in a cooperative manner to the
Iranian nuclear probiem. Since 2003, as the IAEA along with interna-
i tional community was reacting to the Iranian nuclear issue, the EU
' has been at the fc'_n'ref_fqnt_, rapidly responding to devetopments. The
EU Big three’s first endeavor in dealing with the issue resulted in a
breakthrough. After the EU adopted a strategy against WMD prolif-
eration and a _Sécurity Strategy in December 2003, it became even
‘more syStemétic in negotiations with Iran, utitizing ‘dual approaches’
of coercive .di'.plomacy and continued dialogue. What is more, the
EU High Rép_reéentative for CFSP’s addition {o the E3 negotiation
team displayed coherence in terms of foreign policy across the
entire EU. Some other factors related to the expanding foreign affairs
role of the EU in effectively applying its influence in this particular
international issue were the experience of the Iraq war, the lranian
positive perceptions towards the EU, the relative inaction of other
major powers coupled with the specific nature of the EUs diplo-

macy helped the EU to be proactive in negotiating with Iran.
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