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ABSTRACT

Ukraine after the collapse of the Soviet Union;
Democratic recession under the dual executives

Natthanan Kunnamas

The research article aims to explain and give a proper analy-
sis to the political developments of Ukraine after the separation
from the Soviet Union in 1991. The nation-building process of Ukraine
has caught up in between two paths, the ‘Return to Europe’ and
the Sovietphile/nostalgic. At the beginning, the former seemed to
dominate the democratization process in the country with the ‘Grand
Compromise’ policy of the former Communist leader Leonid Krav-
chuk. However, after the rise of democraticalty~elected Leonid
Kuchma in 1994, Ukraine has returned to the Soviet path, imbued
with the ultimate power of the President over the Prime Minister
and the forceful involvements of the oligarchs for over a decade.
The post- 2004 Orange Revolution, with the people’s movement
against election result which favored Viktor Yanukovych, Kuchma's
political descendant, was a brief period of liberal and democratic
advancement in Ukraine. Still the clashes between President Viktor
Yushenko and Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and {ater Prime
Minister Yanukovych reaffirmed the problems of dual executive in
Ukraine. At the present time, the return of Kuchma/Yanukovych
clan from the 2010 election together with the incarceration of Yulia
Tymoshenko subsequently revealed that the road towards democ-

racy in Ukraine remains far from conclusion.
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* Anders Aslund. 2009, How Ukraine became a market economy and
democracy. Washington DC, Peterson Institute for International Economics,

p. 1.
 Anders Aslund, 2009, p. 33.
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5 Anders Aslund, 2009, p. 65.
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® nguWusiing ByUT Useneudie 5 wsaamsidlos Tawn Batkivshyna Party

Fanadansuminlag Tymoshenke, Patritotic Party of Ukraine, Ukrainian
Conservative Republican Party, Ukrainian Republican Party ‘Scbor” Wag Ukrainian
Social Demaocratic Party.

" Anders Aslund 2009, p.158.
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® Volodyrmyr Kulyk. 2001. The Potitics of Ethnicity in Post-Soviet Ukraine:
Beyond Brubaker [pdf ontinel. http://ipiend.gov.ua/uploads/docs/Kulyk-
JUS-2001.pdf, (accessed July 20, 2011).
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® Taras Kuzio (ed.). 2009. Democratic Revolution in Ukraine: From
Kuchmagate to Orange Revolution. London, Routledge.
¥ Anders Aslund 2009, p.191.
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Y Anders Aslund 2009, p.191.
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2 Oleksandr Sushko and Olena Prystayko,  Ukraine,” in Nation in Transit
2008, ed. jeannette Goehring (Budapest, Freedom House, 2008}, p. 599-607.

B International Foundation for Electoral System (IFES), 2010. Transition
and Trepidation: Public Opinion in Ukraine (Washington 0.C: International
Foundation for Electoral System) p.2.
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fisn: Constructed from Anders Aslund. 2009. How Ukraine became
a market economy and democracy. Washington DC, Peter-

son Institute for International Economics, p. 255.
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16 European Commission. 2011. Implementation of the European
Neiehbourhood Policy in 2010 Country Report on Ukraine. Brussels, Euro-
pean Union, p.4.

¥ European Commission 2011, p.5.
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