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Abstract

This article aims to provide an analysis of Spanish
Constitutional Crises after Catalonia’s referendum in 2017
by examining background of Catalonia independence move-
ment and Spain’s political mechanisms. Likewise, this article
also illustrates the reactions of international community,
especially the European Union (EU), towards Catalonia
after the referendum. There have been series of conflict
between Spain and Catalonia since 1714. Meanwhile, the
politics of Spain was also one of the most important factors
of the rise of Catalan nationalism, especially when Spain
and Catalonia were under General Franco’s dictatorship on
which Catalan symbols, cultures and language were limited
and replaced by Spanish identities. The Catalan nationalism
has returned to its peak again after Spain faced Eurozone
crisis, together with Spanish government’s poor fiscal policy
and corruption. All of these factors have accelerated the
support of “Catalanism” and “Independentism” which has
resulted in Spain’s worst constitutional crises since the era of
democracy. After the 1 October Independence Referendum
was ended by the victory of the independentism over the
violence from Spanish police, Spain has applied the article
155 to take the direct control over Catalonia and the
European Union, the most crucial international actor related
to this issue, has constantly expressed its support towards
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“Catalonia has earned the right

to be an independent state and
the right to be heard, the ballot
boxes said yes to independence,
and this is the only language we
understand.”

— Carles Puigdemont '

098ULNAIVBINIBNNTANE Yndn1uaus (Carles Puig-
demont) UsesunSuakviaAIuNIaIqayIvaeaIninisiae
UszguanviesduiieaAuseiaanunisainenisilomdsnisag
UsenuAlutud 1 nanAL A.A. 2017 é?fuﬁums!mizﬁﬁﬁﬁmwmr\
TunihuseRmansnisidieswesauu msasszvmdiiiensnd
Jusgasvresnmanguaiuintuiunasanufaaioaves
fhonsiliesngg lulssna wasasvieuliiulslgmuenaln
manailesifzuianatsvesailuilsessunarieadiu aunavile
mﬂiummwumaqLmjzuﬂmﬂqmmimi%ﬁiiuummﬂwmmam
uumLLmmmJaaumuaﬂiumﬁﬂlmwaﬂﬁmmimLmaamﬂﬁm
Yo3Uenansiln (Francisco Franco) Qmmmmwﬂamaamﬂu
ETIUIUNTIEANAITTY

m‘nmemmmmmﬁuaa’mqmmsmmamimaﬂuﬂﬁw
QWLU‘L!G]@Q’JLﬂﬁ’]u%%ﬂiumG]V]’]\‘iﬁiu’l(ﬂﬂ’m@ﬁ ﬂ’ﬁLlIEJ\‘iLLauLﬂiwiﬁﬂﬂ
Iﬂaﬂmmmmuama&LLmummammmu ﬁ’Ju‘Vi‘LNLﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ

1 Eliza Mackintosh, Bryony Jones, “Catalan Independence Speech: Live
Update” CNN, (10 October 2017): http://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/10/europe/
catalan-independence-speech-live-updates/index.html
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UseTRmansn1sumivesaluiiiinainnissufuveawaiy
#nee) Aflauuansnanedadnuel awuasiamusssy Tuvaue
ReRD ﬂizi’amam%mmawuﬁﬁﬁgﬂmm%’mLLE’I@LLazmiGiaé’ﬁ'u
sewiangumaileshevuaihede IineliAnaundenles
TuifnsUseTdemansnutadenenisidiewesau nalanienis
dlowesawuiilidassudusoaniviosdulunisunases vas
Vi%’gmaﬂmaﬁﬁwmmﬂumi%’ﬂmémwmmLﬂu%’mﬁ'sum
Paulmdunssslevduazdedidadesguianingaayilunis
Laiuawmwaammmmuﬂalﬂma6‘] mu{]%smwmmmuu
L‘LJ‘IJLiEJWlf\ﬂL‘lJmJ’]ﬂIuﬂﬂiE)ﬁ‘UWEJmﬁﬂTL!ﬂ’l’im‘VlLﬂWEJ‘Ll WAIU
nmgaieidunaiuiisineigauauniduaivy Anganil
as130uzglsU Uszneuruulsunemsmsadanitamuesaiuuld
naneduusmdnfiddyuemninimausivuannlunisiienies
dasrannawu adaliiansasseuudvenduduensivlu
$udi 1 manau a.A. 2017 lufign

AT 1 NISYUYNISENTBUDNTIVYDIVIINGQEYEY
(nwann: https://www.occupy.com)
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N15HlBY kazlATEYENIVoIEUULATNIAA YN \fiodinsedt
DansRsLAUInvewIARYIRTENYRIYIINIMAUAININNG
aﬂqmmmi%ﬁiﬁmummalﬂu NOUALULNITUDIUNUIMNVDS
annmelsy 621@LiJumaummﬂmimﬂqmmiaﬂumau ERAIN
qiiﬂwmamﬂi LLauummmmaaulimwawquiiﬂmwm
Usraululamymenmsdlesiautesindu “Sosneluvesany”

J298n1gUs:=9mrA1dans nasiiJov na:
IsygnNonumanisUanns:nasinteuiu
NINIarYrY" (Catalanlsm)

Tl A/ 2014 w1e19T W1E (Artur Mas) 8@
UsesmunsudAvesnInnan Wesnuusenieliiinisaslseyu
Frefnuin “foenslunimgeyeyndussusely” %ﬁmama‘u
1Y a]vmlﬂammmmlﬂmﬂ “amﬂimﬂmﬁaaivmalu”2
amﬂumswﬂivmmiuﬂsvmumﬂﬁ’maaﬂummaﬂmLUuaasv
maammammmqLLSﬂuumLmaLUumaaumuanWmanm
mﬂﬂivLLaLssJﬂiaﬂwumsawivmmiuﬂuu 1ﬂmaamuaq
mqmuaaﬂmmmuluﬂmm Feurwn1sand Yndauoud
(Carles Puigdemont) ananssa Junts pel Si (Together for Yes)
waiﬂmil,ﬁmﬁLﬁﬂmﬂmam:ué’hmaqmjumﬁﬂmnﬁaqﬂm%’wsJ
Fnsnswondnduensy lesudenlimdulsesuduiius
wATuNIRY suihlugnisnanduliiinnisasUsesuiul

2 ElPais, “Asi es la papeleta del 9-N” El Pais, (27 September 2014): https://
politica.elpais.com/politica/2014/09/27/actualidad/1411818191 687352.html
3 Al Jazeera, “Who is Catalan President Carles Puigdemont?” Al Jazeera,
(27 October 2017): http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/catalan-presi-
dent-carles-puigdemont-171001122719197.html
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A.f. 2017 MpAaIuiii “Gosnslinimqeyyndussdasslu
sULUUvRIaNs TSIVl v ﬂaLUummmimwa NOUNNS
mewuaaﬂiwLLammuaﬂummamﬁu’mLiummiauuauummu
‘LJ‘UGNLmﬁL‘IJULN“ZJEU’JﬂZ]Gmumﬁ’]imuEJIi‘U “ZN{]T\]"\]‘EJ‘I/WI’fLﬂﬂiuLLﬁ
FATEUTBIYINANEY (Catalanism) T AAINLSIHENTTNS
AulsyiRmans n1sdlotasiasugna Faflmudeiuiualy
Wlngnasn

JaRenienulseifaansiaznisiiiog

mmammmaL‘U‘uwwm‘div’;mmaml,t,avmmmum
mawuuaaulﬂmamsﬂsmumﬂ,m mmammmuumuamvm
UNATHINULDINIDYINBIIUIY Imsmmﬂmwwmmamﬂumm
N3 mmLLmLLmu (Generalitat) LLavi’iﬁiﬁuuﬂJﬂimeLﬂ’m
ATfuRILArRITTUT 13 mﬂmwmmwmasmau (Kingdom
of Aragon) IﬂwmwmammmaamﬁmmwuﬂuivmwaL‘LJu
ey mmawmmulﬁmmuéuuiummmimmwmaL‘V\Iaiuuiw 2
(Fernando 1) Iﬂaﬂmﬂamaﬂmwuammam WNSITRIUNTNT
A@Ra (Castile) bmL‘Uummummmuiwwéuawsvmmmﬂu
ﬁmuu‘luﬂ A.f. 1479 Fan1suuInsuAurosianotandnsty
vmfmanmnamaiumwmmﬂumLimmaqm‘wﬂsvmﬂaL‘Uu
mﬂuasﬂuﬁ%uu T,ﬂsJLmevumﬁmmumaamaaqmmwm
mesﬂﬂmaqwumamuuumLﬂuaasvmaﬂu WaZNINIQEaN
Fududrunilawesesneuiuidiisiuiadassiuiiy el
L38761937 muwaﬁﬂimmaqmquymﬂmQﬂmﬂmamwmwu

4 ElMundo, “Esta es la papeleta para votar en el referéndum de Cataluria
del 1-0” El Mundo, (7 September 2017): http://www.elmundo.es/catalu-
na/2017/09/07/59b0edfacad741df768b4624.html
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Buadusnlud e 1714° dedienamdudsatvayusssd
gudysnvneuiltunsidiadd 5 whsmsdysuduasasudu
s10adarau (War of the Spanish Succession) 34usignuna
YoINIANqEA AT SRaNYairerIMAEUIsgnIIinamaIn
msveustasesuluedaty mmwmmmeuWamammLLau
mmmmaulmﬂamJmmmnwuaﬂmﬂuﬂiﬂﬂgmmmimm
Tl TmusIsUNIMI&Y Renaixenca (Rebirth) lugasfiaiuu
lﬁﬂmmﬁummimﬁﬂ%ﬁ 1 (First Spanish Republic) Tutqs
neAsTYil 1870

C saams :
BN K > B 0 SUDLEMENTO

L GG AT & - avi e

L L Al K el

A 2: wemwan$sln (Francisco Franco)
(nwan: https://pbs.twimg.com)

5  “Historia de La Generalitat” Generalitat de Catalunya, accessed October
20, 2017: http://web.gencat.cat/es/generalitat/historia/
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uidmnaziiansandennuduiussendtsninaaen
LaznsadevAvesaulutagdy mnnisalfiddnAenis
Jugdrunavasutnanialn (Francisco Franco) Anevmdsan
nstnasnsmnataioduaiutammssui 1930 fadunis
R R e RN AR R e R R T L NP2 e R AR R R R PR
(Republicans) uazd1ewi@fioy (Nationalism) Tagiilonssln
iﬁ%’wffssuumaz%uajémw SguramfInIsvesuenanslnd
weurglunisasrefalulidanududnuy Sgutanang
yesaudadinsidngiunavesisutariosiulunaiusiieg sau
fdlunimaaa dnisdudninenienisdlesyinimdudu
Fruruann Tnednlnwnianisidlessininduiiddy Aesdn
Us257U15UA Lluis Companys %QLﬁuﬁﬂiumﬁiﬁmmammﬁ
andu “ansnnsy” maimawwuﬁi%al,ﬂu Fegnieduviui
mﬂi%maamﬂmmvuu Ingung Lluis Companys lagnaiuns
salaemms Gestapo VeaunTlusSama ﬂauwgﬂﬂizmimdm
Sgurafanisvesauluafon

[

yonanti awunelissusuwianistsiinendnual
mw‘] Y9991INANEY WunsHnlE1wInIndu Aswasu
Foaowiunwau Wudu Wewenansslndaunnssulu
U A.A. 1975 amulﬂmmﬁLUaaumumﬂﬁvuaumemiaiv‘ua‘u
UsvmﬁﬂimﬂauwavmmﬂwmamqL‘Uu‘d'ﬁ‘vm Iﬂwm‘wmaw
mﬂmaamﬂﬂaaumuu ﬂamﬁawsvmmmmaﬁ%ﬁﬁuum
Y a.A. 1978 33071 90 LUa'ﬁwumaqwmaﬂUiumm Imma‘wwy
mﬂu,mummamm lmm,mmu%aumaﬁﬁssuumawu R

6  “Acuerdo de la Junta Electoral Central por el que se hace publico el
resumen de la votacion en el Referéndum Constitucional” Agencia Estatal
de Boletin Oficial de Estado, accessed October 20, 2017: http://www.boe.es/
diario_boe/txt.php?id=BOE-A-1978-30906
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MINNANTUILEAD fwLﬁulﬁdw%’gﬁiimgmaﬁuﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁ]u
sgrannsenalnmenisunaseswesaiUulunadein {losan
5%6533JU€U€3U‘U‘U fausfgszylitadeniadusgiiorduiauia
Yasalu i%ﬁiimumauuuﬂlmmmmﬂLmei‘UﬂmaﬂmLUu
UsznausinAiudass (Autonomous Commumty) ‘Vlwum
17 Wy Suudazuatutuesdsasslunsdaseanivosduniu
nsdonda wasfsunariesiuasiidasslumstnasomuiosnield
NI I1UYAINEN1TUNATEINULDY (Statute of Autonomy)
s‘z‘iqme’iuﬂquiyz:y,ﬂéﬂ%’émw%aiwmmuLmsl,umi‘ﬁunlLLag
ALETURANYAlYOIRNULDINIUNALNATRY) LWUNITINNITNISANE
Junwinimau nsEuayUIUUsTINa U T LAY SMUE TN
ALY Judu wonani ﬁmammammmummmmizﬂ,u
mif\mmﬂaﬂﬂ’laﬂmiaﬁmmmmm (Mossos D’Esquadra) f\mm
n3ENTEeY WileuTmsuatuegadudassanigunaalu s
lutansafiuanuduiusseninssemaogaliddunianis uas
nTEUIUNIEATE R luLATUUISEIUD e

Tu¥ A.Ai. 2005 Sgunan1mqeyay (Generalitat) laoansng
Nzl Ri1Men1sUNATEIRULEY (Statute of Autonomy)
atulny Tneflansedrfnfenisiivsiunalunsunasesnuies
YDILATUNIPYEYT waZNITAANAAUANTUYIA (Nation)
YBINIAIREYY) Imaswwaviwummmwulmumsauuauu
1NNTIANITL09199 TUNIAGEIRE 19 INYIL anlIunssa
Usgnvu (Partido Popu ar: PP) émLUuWiiﬂmiLuawmamumim
deviuazeuindiiuy Immmwuswummmawuiwiums
auuauumﬂsﬁmaﬂmwaaamﬂmmuuu Fathlaeuelae
MQEJﬁ Iiﬂ'ﬁm% g1Uels (Joseé Luis Rodriguez Zapatero) 310
NIIALTIUPNTuELUU (Partido Socialista Obrero Espariol:
PSOE) Fadunssafifgaunsaliiedne Ifatuayuliinigas
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va o |

Ui”“ﬁ’]ﬂimmm’sﬁmWﬁlﬁaﬁumﬁﬁi@Wi“i’]%Uiyﬁy@mﬂa’]’J Fananns

AU TTUIUA LL@J“\]”@JN@J’W@Qﬂ vuuuLdeelaifia 50 L‘U@iLSZI‘L!G] LLG]N&I’]
AAZUUUNIN 78 L‘LJEJiLGULIGIﬂiJiJGﬁ‘UiENWi”i']GU‘UEUZUGIQU‘Uu

agnalsfionu Tud a.a. 2010 masssuyyaUuladnauli
wszswlgaRatudinanluinadiduldnunguine Fawanns
fndusananlanemindesinindiansaiiduegraunn wavdu
drunilsestaselunsudnsuliuunfnmadosvessniniduy
I¥suauousny S?faLﬁ'a{ja%’aﬁiwﬁﬂimauﬁ’uf]a%’amqé’m
LAY nMs3undeaens1vuewmnmdUs AL TuDE
‘samsau‘ummeLUuUiuaU{meaﬂqwumﬁﬁmvmaqEJIS‘U

UademeinuiAsegna

aluduuszmaiifinnuinniegiseiilonionss
wign1salasnsunatniiaslud a.a. 1939 lagauin1snig
meﬁﬂ%mamuuuamismlmw “ﬂ’]gﬂﬁEJLm\‘iaLUu (Spanish
Miracle)”’ mimuimmqLﬂﬁ@gﬂamaqaLUuuumma‘mﬂ,‘vimﬂms
Vioaien QNEAINNTIY wazmsinuastuimuntyauduseld
NANTRIUTENA LA8N18raIINNSTINAUNguannnglsy
w1986 wiouqiulusana alfdulmLﬂaaumﬂﬁnaﬂauusﬂﬂu
T 2002 LLmﬂmnmmuawmwabﬂuua aamaimmwmmm
auusuilulufirmedingu me’awdmaumaaaqmiwswEJ
LLaumfsumwgmﬂaﬂwmwmwm Usmaunuuiamwwmi
Ruuazmsadinelulssmefiianaiauazniseessudulaim

7 Luis Vilacha Fernandez, “Post-bubble Spain (I): Deconstructing the “Spanish
Miracle” European Student Think Tank, (3 May 2014): https://europeanstu-
dentthinktank.com/2015/04/06/post-bubble-spain-i-deconstructing-the-span-
ish-miracle/
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auiingnnizannosmaasugiasaudd a.a. 2008 Tnensiids
walinnutdedevasniasuimsluauyszaudymegnamiin
wazymaufemuiugnsinsinsnuiigaiou 25 Wesidus’
yilvamnmglsudeseaninnsmssadudn (Austerity) iiladae
Iauoenaningaasugnalila

dmsuauudd updunimaganiianuddgdueeig
UINFBLATYFNIVDIUTENA visilavndudiosiilasunalsan
msvieaiisndususunilsvesaily umﬂammmﬁwmﬂm an
mmaaummmLiammﬂmm@meuﬂuml,al,mLmaﬁLiLuauaﬂ
e mammu LLmummammmaaLﬂuLLmummamamlmu
wilsveasalUu uazadna GDP iwﬂuamummmau 20 Wosigus’
Luaamuﬂsuammmmmm UiuﬂE’JUﬂU‘lJIEJUWEJmiW]LﬂUﬂW‘tW]
gmnmadunesilddusssy Weswnnsuimsnisedsiiseuus
YBISFUIANAN Usznauiuniseessuduluauasanumeneny
asmmmuﬂmaﬁ%‘uwaiﬂaJmﬂmquauuauuﬂuwwmmumu
AU masm‘mmmmaawumwaaiﬂmmmmLLa‘vLuaa
Iwusummiwmluwummalﬂamamﬂﬂmwaﬂamu em"l,ﬂﬂmamu
Weshslunaireun'® sum‘vmﬂswmsnuiuLLmummammmaaLmﬂ
FUANUINNTANEITNEY LLavmLmLsauLLavmwuamwawu

8  “Spain Unemployment Rate” Trading Economics, accessed October 20,
2017: https://tradingeconomics.com/spain/unemployment-rate

9 Harriet Alexander, James Badcock, “Why does Catalonia want independence
from Spain?” The Telegraph, (10 October 2017): http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/0/does-catalonia-want-independence-spain/

10  Eric Randolph, “The ghost towns that haunt Spain” The National, (22
October 2012): https://www.thenational.ae/world/europe/the-ghost-towns-
that-haunt-spain-1.400193
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Y .. 2011 Fenssa PP ilaeuiesunionly siees (Mariano
Rajoy) leisuazuuudesdnlugiduiguia wesaesuasnssa
Uium%uuuuuiamﬂauiﬂwuauLLaumuIstaﬂmmuﬂﬁsaaﬁua
aasﬂumiﬂﬂmawmamqLLﬂauﬂwqu@mwuwiﬂamaam 1ng
Tufuil 11 fueeu a.a. 2012 Ssiorduturinimdy (Diada
de Catalunya) gmmndunidesduauldoonuniuruiunss
1‘1/1m'ﬁaﬂiuﬂsziﬁmaméﬂimﬁﬂimaﬁuaqammﬁaL'%‘aﬂ%fam,aﬂsw
suammummamm ﬂiuLLaLiaﬂiaaaaﬁymawnmmammm
\iutuegnsunnil ‘mﬂmmamm 1@ (Artur Mas) U3z51U15UR
wiauAIuNIR ILas N SARNeg8vaININga) (Esquerra
Republicana de Catalunya: ERC) %ﬂaﬁuagmaﬂﬁmaum"m
wazn1sUnATEMUUEISIINST tasauiusisUsemaesulneuas
andlunisimnaulanenulesuesIniniau (Declaration on the
Sovereignty and Right to Decide of the People of Catalonia
Tul a.e. 20137 Fegnenasgsssuyainduinfiangmnglunaise

11 Olga Khazan, “Catalonia rallies for independence on “Catalan National
Day” The Washington Post, (11 September 2012): https://www.washingtonpost.
com/blogs/blogpost/post/catalonia-rallies-for-independence-on-catalan-nation-
al-day/2012/09/11/ac729d80-fc24-11el-a31e-804fccb658f9_blog.html?utm_ter-
m=.168865293328

12 Generalitat de Catalunya, “La Declaraci¢ de sobirania i del dret a decidir
del poble de Catalunya s’aprova amb 85 vots” Generalitat de Catalunya,
(23 January 2013): http://premsa.gencat.cat/pres_fsvp/AppJava/notaprem-
savw/178627/ca/\a-declaracio-de-sobirania-del-dret-decidir-poble-catalunya-sap-
rova-amb-85-vots.do

65



«
*
*

)'1 SANS catalexit: Snnan1snisgsssuyryaiduna:
oy rfivovanniwglsusionimianyya

w1 ogslsiony Tl ae. 2014 anuianaiunimqeyaylaidn
) [

TdinsasUssrudaenuii “dosnsiinianquandusy

o <
Y @

v3alyl” Fanneeuiily avthluganudaluidn “eenlmidu

Spdasynseli” Tunisasseyufasatiudssuraaiiuazeanu

Usznenndunisnssyiiilinnguune SguraniniqeyeIndensdn

va A Y A 1 1Y) . .

Tdnsassevudludnuaeliiinagniy (non-binding) g

desdulvgfiufiureulinimaaailuigdase udeeddu
a 12 ¢ @ L3

aspzuuuEslifs 50 Wosigus

nsasUszruiasednoliiinfauuazidodining
A97150] Magudrnmmdudnlngfesmsfiazuenduiudas
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u‘waﬁﬂmm Aaduayumaduensvresnagaaidilunsse
sATsaY mmammaﬂmﬂumau wespsaasenamladiy
an1geds 62 ffsa1n 135 frds Gdluvedign wesa Junts Pel Si
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13 “Resultats electorals” Generalitat de Catalunya, accessed October 23,
2017: http://governacio.gencat.cat/ca/pgov_ambits_d_actuacio/pgov_eleccions/
pgov_dades_electorals/resultats-2?id_eleccions=A201518&id_territori=CA09
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16 Robin Emmott, “Catalonia finds no friends among EU leaders” Reuters, (20
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17 New York Times, “Belgium faces a crisis” New York Times, (12 July 2008):
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