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Abstract

Textbooks play an important role in presenting the desired ideology of the state to the
youth. The state's expectations towards the desired youth varies in each period. In the past,
Thai language textbook, the Language for Life series, Pasa Pathi, has received a lot of attention
and criticism regarding its content. Most of the comments in the social media was expressed in
terms of today's perspective even if the purpose was to suggest improvements to the textbook
content. But on the other hand, it was an expression of viewpoint without considering the
context in which the textbook was created, which occurred after the country's major economic
crisis in 1997 (B.E. 2540), a situation that pushed Thailand to focus on local matters and the
sufficiency economy.

The purpose of this research is to study the presentation of localism ideology in reading
passages from the basic Thai language textbook, Language for Life series, Pasa Pathi, according to
the B.E. 2551 core curriculum. This is qualitative research using a concept on Ideology and
Ideological State Apparatuses as a framework for research. The data group is reading passages
from the basic Thai language textbook, Language for Life series, Pasa Pathi, according to the B.E.
2551 core curriculum with 88 chapters in total. The data group was analyzed by means of
descriptive research and textual analysis. The result indicates that in Thai society in the decade
2540 (B.E. 2540 - 2549), there was a trend of localism, which is the shift to focus on localism
resulting from the economic crisis in B.E. 254 0. The basic Thai language textbook, Language for
Life series, Pasa Pathi, according to the B.E. 2551 core curriculum was revised during the time
when Thailand was experiencing economic downturns. The reading passages in such textbooks
serve as ideology and ideological state apparatuses to convey and instill the ideology of localism
to students in three ways: 1) localism related to the area, 2) localism related to the economy,
and 3) localism that related to culture. This research will be instrumental and provide a guideline
for studying textbooks that show the relationship between textbooks and social context and the

role of textbooks in the ideology and ideological state apparatuses.
Keywords: Thai Language Textbook; Ideology; Localism; Economic Crisis B.E. 2540
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