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A Buddhist Teacher and Buddhism Propagation in Thai Society
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Abstract

This academic article focuses on the required qualities of Dhamma preacher for
Buddhist propagation in Thai society. Dhammakathika referring to the truth preacher, teacher,
Dhamma instructor must contain 5 qualification; 1) exposition is regulated and gradually
advanced, 2) it has reasoning, 3) it is inspired by kindness, 4) t is not for worldly gain, 5) it does
not hurt oneself or others. The Buddha always used different style of teaching depending on
the surroundings at that moment with good preparation, audience analysis, and sufficient data
for teaching. There are 4 types of the Buddha’s method of teaching; 1) Sandassana or
elucidation and verification, 2) Samadapana or incitement to take upon oneself, 3) Samuttejana
or filling with enthusiasm, and 4) Sampahangsana or filling with delight and joy. Good example
of Dhamma preaching in Thai society was seen in the case of Phraprommangkalacarya
(Pariranandabhikkhu) who exercised the said style of teaching. He had explained the preferable
quality of the Dhamma teacher regarding to goodness that those who salute to the Triple Gem
must keep goodness in their mind. What is the goodness? It is the kind of awareness. He
continues to describe the results of such goodness that those who sincerely had good
conducts, surely gain the good fruits, and they are the one who deserve to bring happiness to
the world.

Keywords: Dhamma Preacher; Buddhism Propagation; Thai Society
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