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Abstract

This study aimed to compare the variables affecting the public mind of lower
secondary school students in Udon Thani Province, and to conduct a discriminant analysis of
factors influencing the public mind of lower secondary school students, who had high or low
public mind, in Udon Thani Province. The sample consisted of 383 lower secondary school
students from 5 schools in Udon Thani Province in the academic year 2015, obtained through
multi-stage random sampling. The research instruments used in the study consisted of a
5-point rating scale. It had 2 parts. The first part had a set of tests for the factors that
influenced public mind on 6 aspects: the test on virtue and ethics, the test on emotional
quotient, the test on parenting, the test on self-concept, the test on attitude toward public
mind, and the test for future orientation. The test contained 48 items. The second part was
the test on public mind, containing 30 items. The analysis of data employed a discriminant
analysis. The results of the study are as follows:

1. The comparison of the difference of variables in the groups of students with
different public mind, between the group with high public mind and the group with low
public mind, with all of the 6 variables, revealed differences with statistical significance at the
.01 level.

2. In the discriminant analysis of factors influencing the public mind of lower

secondary school students, in the group with high public mind and the group with low public



U 25 adui 1 : unsAx - Tquiey 2562
ANYANWYIAENS WAINYITLUMAITANY

119

mind, 5 of 6 variables were chosen. Ranked in descending order according to the value of
the correlation coefficients of discriminant analysis, the variables are as follows: virtue and
ethics, the future orientation, attitude toward public mind, self-concept and emotional
quotient. The discrimination had the accuracy at the .01 level of statistical significance. The
group with high public mind had the accuracy of 89.0 percent while the group with low
public mind had the accuracy of 88.0 percent, and both groups had the accuracy of 88.5
percent. The discriminant equations in raw and standard scores were as follows:
The discriminant raw scores
Y' = 11915+ .125 X; +.087 Xs + .079 X + .057 X, + .052X,

The discriminant standard scores

Zy_ 400 X, + 355 Xg + 321 Xs + 231 Xq + .184 X%,

In conclusion, the research findings suggested that the 5 variables could be used to
discriminate students with high and low public mind. They could provide information for

further development and promotion of students’ public mind.
Keywords: discriminant analysis, public mind
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