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Abstract

The planning for teachirﬁg and learning in General Education courses with science and
mathematics section and information technology section at Mahasarakham University is part of the
curriculum for the undergraduate level. 1t was aimed to develop student’s wide array of knowledge,
produce the graduates with morals, self-reliance, a world-wide vision, and a knowledge seeking
behavior in order that they can effectively apply knowledge into their daily-life and happily live in
society. This research was aimed at studying teachers’ and students’ opinions and comparing smudents’
opinions about planning for teaching and learning in General Education courses with science and
mathematics section and information technology section for Jarge classes. The sample consisted of 10
administrators in Faculty of Sciences, 27 lecturers who teach science and mathematics subjects for
General Education courses, 10 administrators in Faculty of Informatics, 23 lecturers who teach
information technology subjects for General Education courses, 371 undergraduate students who

registered for sciences and mathematics subjects for General Education courses in the first semester of
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the 2008 academic year and 370 undergraduate students who registered for sciences and mathematics
subjects for General Education courses in the second semester of the 2008 academic year, 370 graduate
students who registered for information and technology subjects in the first semester of the 2008
academic year and 369 students who registered for information and technology subjects in the second
semester of the 2008 academic year. There were totally 1,550 participants selected through multi-stage
random sampling. The research instruments were two sets of 3-rating-scale-questionnaire: the one for
administrators and lecturers, which comprised 87 iteins to examine 8 aspects, with discrimination
powers (r ) ranging from .30 to .88 and the overall reliability of .97, and the other for students, which
included 86 items to investigate 7 aspects, with discrimination powers (r,,) ranging from .31 to .75 and
the overall reliability of .96; and the 40-item-teaching and learning planning observation form for
lecturcrs with 8 structures. Statistics for analyzing data were percentage, mean, and standard deviation,
A t-test (independent samples) was employed to test hypotheses.

The resuits were as follows:

1. Administrators and lecturers in Faculty of Science had opinions about planning for
teaching and leamning in General Education courses with reference to science and mathematics subjects
at a high level (;(— =4.08 and 3.78) as a whole. When each aspect was considered, it was found that
they had opinions about every aspect at a high level (i =4.30 - E =3.85 and i =3.94 - i =3.63).

2. Administrators and lecturers in Faculty of Informatics had opinions about planning
for teaching and !eaming in General Education courses with reference to information technology
subjects at a high level (5(_ =4.01 and 3.86) as a whole. When each aspect was considered, it was
found that they had opinions about every aspect at a high level ( g =4.33 - i =3.82 and i =3.88 -

X =3.80).
3. Students in the first and second seiesters of the 2008 academic year had opinions

about planaing for teaching and learning in General Education courses with reference to science and

mathematics subjects at a high level (X =3.73 and 3.7 9) as a whole. When each aspect was

considered, it was found that they had opinions about every aspect at a high level ( X =3.90 - S(— =3.50

and X =3.96 - X =3,60).
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4. Students in the first and second semesters of the 2008 academic vear had opinions

about planning for teaching and learning in General Education courses with reference to information

technology subjects at a high level (X =3.65 and 3.72) as a whole. When each aspect was considered,

it was found that they had opinions about 6 aspects at a high level while they had opinions about aspect

for planning for teaching and learning at a moderate level (X =3.80 - X =3.44 and X =3.93 -

X=3.38).

5. Students in the second semesters of the 2008 academic year had higher opinions about
planning for teaching and learning in General Education courses with reference to science and
mathematics subjects and information technology subjects than did the students who registered for
those subjects in the first semester of the 2008 academic year at the .05 level of significance. Aspects
for objectives and scopes of the courses, lecturers, teaching methods, assessment and evaluvation,
quality of the students, and others received the same opimions.

In conclusion, in terms of planning for teaching and learning in General Education comses
with reference to science and mathematics section and information technology section at the
undergraduate level, undergraduate students did not have different opinions about planning for
teaching and learning, building and ground, teaching aids and media. From such information,
Mahasarakham University should encourage planning for teaching and learning in General Education
courses with the two sections to be more appropriate.
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