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ABSTRACT

Critical thinking ability is a thinking process very necessary to human
development. There are several factors affecting critical thinking. This study aimed to
examine causal relationships affecting critical thinking ability. The sample used in
this study consisted of 479 students, obtained using the quota sampling technigue
and the criterion of 45 percent. The instruments used were tests and scales
comprising a reading ability test, a reasoning ability test, and a critical thinking
ability test with difficulties ranging .20-.80, discriminating powers ranging .23-97 and
reliabilities of .75, .74, and .81 respectively. However, a scale on perception of
teacher's teaching behavior, a scale on reasoning rearing, a scale on leaming
attitude, and a scale on learning strategy had discriminating powers ranging .33-.69
and reliabilities of .91, .80, .82, and .91 respectively. The collected data were
analyzed using path analysis.

The results of the study were as follows :

1. The factors directly influencing critical thinking of Matthayomsueksa 5
(grade 11) students under the Office of Si Sa Ket Educational Service Area Zone 3
were reasoning ability, learning strategy, and reading ability. The factor indirectly
influencing critical thinking was perception of teacher's teaching behavior. The factors

directly and indirectly influencing critical thinking were reasoning rearing and learning
attitude.
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2. The model had congruence the empirical data GF! was .89 ; AGF|
was .99. In conclusion, aill of the 6 factors were related to one another. Therefore,
teachers should promote and develop students fo have learning strategy, positiva
learning attitude, and reading ability. Parents should rear their children using
appropriately reasoning rearing for them to develop reasoning ability, and critical

thinking ability.

Keyword : Critical thinking ability.
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