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A Causal Relationship Model Influencing Critical Thinking
of Prathomsueksa 4 Students under the Office

of Si Sa Ket Educational Service Area Zone 1
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ABSTRACT

Critical thinking is an important thing for living the human life in the current society.
Therefore , students should receive continuous development of the thinking process. There
are several factors that can influence critical thinking. This study aimed to examine and
develop a causal relationship model influencing critical thinking of Prathomsueksa (grade) 4
students. The study was conducted at these 2 stages. First stage determined a model of
causal relationships influencing students’ critica! thinking ; this relationship model was based
on the hypothesis . Second stage tested a validity of the relationship model based on the
hypothesis and then improved it to be an adjusted relationship model. The sample consisted
of 971Prathomsueksa 4 students under the office of Si Sa Ket Educational Service Area
Zone 1 in the second semester of the academic year 2006, obtained using the multi — stage
random sampling technique. The instruments used for gathering data were : an intelligence
test, a critical thinking test, a scale on leaming promotion by parents, an achievement
motive scale, a learning style scale, a classroom climate scale, a learning attention scale,
an emotional intelligence scale, and leamning attitude scale with reliabilities
of .88, .84, .80, .83, .83, .83, .84, .85 and .81 respectively. The gathered data were
analyzed by the use of the cause analysis technique or Path analysis by employing LISREL
8.30 Program.

The result of the study revealed that for the causal factors influencing critical
thinking of Prathomsueksa 4 students under the Office of Si Sa Ket Educational Service

Area Zone 1 there were 8 variables as shown in the figure below :
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The variablas directly influencing the causal relationship model of critical thinking
were intelligence and learning attitude. The variables fndirectly influencing the model were
learning promation by parents, achievement motive, learning style, and emotional
intelligence. The variables directly and indirectly influencing the model were learning
attention and classroom climate.

In conclusicn, learning attention, intelligence, and learning Attitude directiy
influenced critical thirking. Therefore, teacher could use this model as a guideline for
promotion and development of organization of learning — teaching activities for learners to

originate critical thinking in the future.
Keywords : Critical Thinking
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