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ABSTRACT

Critical thinking ability is a greatly necessary process of person development,
and there are several factors affecting critical thinking. The purposes of this study were
to examine relationships among attitude toward learning, achievement motivation, internal
locus of control, love - oriented child rearing, control child rearing, reasoning - oriented
child rearing, classroom climate, and efficiency in teaching of the teacher,and critical
thinking ; and to construct predictive equations of critical thingking.The sample consisted
of 1,006 Prathomsueksa 6 students attending schools under the Office of Si Sa ket
Educational Service Area Zone 4, in the academic year 2006, obtained using the
multistage random sampling techniqgue. Two types of the instrument used in this study
were: 8 rating scale inventories on factors related to critical thinking with totally 120 items in
8 aspects, 15 items each, comprising attitude toward learning, achievement motivatioﬁ,
internal locus of control, love - coriented child rearing, control child rearing, reasoning -
oriented child rearing, classroom climate and efficiency in teaching with discriminating
powers ranging 1.96 - 7.41, and reliabilities ranging .70 -86 ; and a 40 - item , 4 -
choices critical thinking ability test with difficulties (p) ranging .21 .76, discriminating
powers (r) ranging .23 -84 and a reliabilities of .83. The statistics used for
analyzing the collected data were mean, percentage, standard deviation, and stepwise
multiple regression analysis,

The results of the study were as follows:

1. The factors positively and significantly related to critical thinking were
aftitude toward learning ( X ;), achievement motivation ( X ,), internal locus of control
( X 3). love - oriented child rearing ( X ,), reasoning - oriented child rearing { X g),
classroom climate ( X ;) and efficiency in teaching ( X 4): while control child rearing ( X
5) was not related to critical thinking.

2. The factors with predicting powers were attitude toward learning { X ;) ,
efficiency in teaching( X g), And control child rearing ( X 5) respectively with multiple
correlation coefficient ( R) was .285 and predicting power of critical thinking { R® adj )

at 7.90 percent. Predictive equations of critical thinking could be constructed in raw-score

and standard score forms as below:
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16.545 + 2,319 X { - 927 X 5 + 553 X

Z'y 246Z - 105Z 5+ 0827

In conclusion attitude toward learning, efficiency in teaching, and control child
rearing could affect critical thinking. Therefore, the teachers should promote and
develop students to have positive attitudes toward learning together with efficient
organization of learning and teaching. Also, parents should avoid control child rearing and
should choose apgropriate child rearing methods for children to develop their critical thinking
ability .

Keywords : Critical Thinking
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