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Abstract

Row house and buildings in the historic urban landscape of Phimai, the historic
district, are located in the old town in the inner walls of Phimai. It had been a central
commercial district since Dvaravati period. The evidence is a pavilion where the traders used
to rest when they traded between cities: the capital city and the Chao Phraya River basin
area. This had promoted the religious, architectural, and economic prosperity; the evidence
is the Phimai sanctuary that is still at that place. During the period, the commercial district,
Phimai, had grown into a prosperous district as it is located near the Mun River, a trade route
between the Northeast of Thailand to Bangkok. Moreover, as Phimai district continued its
prosperity, the shophouses were also built to be both residential spaces (mostly on the top
floor) and shops (down stair). In the beginning, according to the evidence provided, the
buildings were built with wood called “wooden vernacular shophouses.” After that
“vernacular shophouses” were built; they used bricks in building them, which shows the
impact of social and economic context on the houses. Especially, the Bangkok - Nakhon
Ratchasima railway line that opened to traffic in 1900, which brought materials such as metal
and galvanized iron to community, influenced people to combine modern materials with
the wooden shophouses. Moreover, in 1957, the Fine Arts Department had restored Phimai,
which caused the change in urban planning. Because of the restoration of Phimai and the
opening of the new road connecting Nakorn Rachasrima with Phimai city, the market and
the district office had to be moved. In consequence, the water transportation had declined
and cement type of materials had become well-known and being used. At that time, “early
modern shophouses” had become popular showing the modern concept of Chom Phon.
PS. Phibulsongkram and this type of shophouses has been influencing shophouses from

then until now.

Keywords: Historic urban landscape, vernacular architecture, wooden rowhouse, shophouse,
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