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Abstract

In many countries, improvements toward cemeteries to become community spaces
are very popular for more than over a hundred year. As well as in Thailand at the present,
supported by government, there are increasingly efforts to develop cemeteries and
crematories as community spaces. Wat Don Cemetery is one of a very successful case study
that able to change a negative area in the city into the community space that people love
to spend time to do their everyday life activities. Chiang Mai is also one of the city that
cemetery and crematory developments can be seen. Chang Khian cemetery is one of a
popular space that people who live in the community tend to spend their time there. Unlike
Haiya crematory that lacks of activities especially physical activities sports around
crematoriums area. This situation leads to the question: why people use particular cemetery
as their community space than other cemetery? And also brings the hypothesis that one of
the reason that people don’t use particular cemetery or crematory as their community
space because it lacks of physical setting that promotes optional and social activities. And
these negative characteristics caused by the lack of knowledges in crematory and cemetery
development as a social space and also lack of specific documents and handbooks to be
used as guidelines for the developers. In this article we suggest that the knowledge of
crematory and cemetery improvements as social spaces should be consist of at least three
parts which are the standard of crematory and cemetery, the characteristics of social space,

and the characteristics of that particular community.

Keywords : cemetery and crematory development, community space, standard of crematory

and cemetery, social space
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