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Beliefs and Spatial Organization of Karen Houses in
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Abstract

This article focuses on beliefs and spatial organization of Karen Houses in Prabaht-
Huaytom Village, Nasai Sub-district, Li District, Lumphun Province. The objective is to study
the characteristic of vernacular Karen Houses in Prabaht-Huaytom. The spatial organization
in village and housing level influenced by local beliefs. As well as the discussion on the
change of the villagers’ belief and lifestyle that are manifested in spatial organization of
their house. This study found that the traditional Karen House has unique characteristic in
their shape, size, proportion, function and construction materials. The belief that affects
forms of spatial organizing in the village. The influences of beliefs on village spatial organization
are as followed: Kruba Chaiya Wongsa Pattana who brought about Buddhism and was so
respected that people moved and established the village ; having “Jai Ban” (house heart /
house center) in the village for spirits who protect the village. As well as the original beliefs
and wisdoms that concern village space such as life prolonging ceremony for Kun Huay and
forest, and the beliefs of agricultural land spirit, The original beliefs involving house space
are such as the belief of hearth spirit, and having main pole at the almost center of the
house. The beliefs from Buddhism are such as having high shelf for buddist image, house
facing toward a temple, beds heading toward the east. In addition, the modernization into

the village are reasons for change of housing and living space inside the house.

Keywords : beliefs, organization, space, karen houses, Prabaht-huaytom
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