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Abstract

This paper “Spatial Characteristics in Vernacular Architecture: Approaches to the
design of contemporary architecture” aimed to study “Architectural space,” also referred
as “Sapce” which create from “Form” and “Space” and also has a direct relationship with
the “Volume” as a mass of physical shape and mass of space the combines unified initi-
mately all the time. The shape is architectural elements which we can see and touch. Un-
like the space which is rather abstract. Most of architectural space explanation, therefore,
usually means or focuses just only shape or form, but forgets the real meaning of arcitec-

tural space.

In addition to abovementioned, arcitectural space is also formed from various di-
mensions of sicio-cultural complextion. Both of the formation to obviously supporting the
function or not. So, arcitectural spacefeatures is as a result of those environmental factors,

which is a reflection of the contents that hidden under the appearance of the architecture.

The rapidy changing of Thailand social context during the Modernism and Post
Modernism which the movement in academia and the architecture profession has changed
dramatically, and abundantly adopting the style and concepts of Western architecture. In-
cluding the rapid expansion of the economy and the well-being of the people of that time.
These are important reasons that bring about the physical characteristics of the architec-
tural styles along internationally. Then, the appearing of the quality of the architectural
space that does not correspond to the location of Thailand. Especially the residential ar-
chitecture, since there are close ties directly to humans. Later, there was began to study

and focus on “Vernacular Architecture” even more.

The value of vernacular architecture arises from a feature which relates to the “Site
/ Location” within the meaning of “Architecture Regionalism” which appropiate to study
and develop the features of space that created from the elements of forms and shapes of
vernacular architecture, so that to be an approach to the process of designing a new archi-

)

tecture or the familiar names, called “Contemporary Architecture,” which has creativity,

consistent, and appropriate social context of Thailand.

Keywords: spatial characteristics, vernacular architecture, contemporary architecture
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