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Abstract

This paper explores the dynamic in vernacular architecture of Pwa Ka Nkaw Karen
ethnic group in refugee camp in relation to the dynamic in social, culture and politic of
ethnic group in Southeast Asia. The objectives of this research are to investigate the pattern
and formation of Pwa Ka Nkaw Karen’s vernacular architecture in Mae La refugee camp, Tha
Song Yang distric, Tak province. This method base on a qualitative research using participant
observation to collect the data including architectural surveys and interviews with house
owners, community leaders, local administrators and experts. The research area is in Zone
cl/a and Zone c1/BB. The finding showed that the pattern of Pwa Ka Nkaw Karen’s house
can be divided into 2 groups : 1) original house can be divided into 2 patterns include small
family house and large family house 2) extended family house can be divided in to 3 patterns
include extended family house with limited space, extended family house with cultivating
area and special extended family house. The formation of vernacular architecture in Maela
refugee camp is under 2 factors including social factor and physical factor. The finding also
showed that the patterns of Paw Ka Nkaw Karen’s house are related to the both factors of
the formation. This research reflects diverse way of dynamic of vernacular in controlled condi-

tions and environment that plays part in the change of ethnic communities in Southeast Asia.

Keywords : Vernacular architecture, Refugee camp, Pwa Ka Nkaw Karen, Shelter,

Refugees
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