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Abstract

This research article analyzes the challenges in the development of the Trat
Special Economic Zone, aiming to identify the policy-related difficulties that are the primary
causal factors. The study employs a qualitative research methodology through an in-depth
case study, collecting data via documentary research and in-depth interviews with 10 key
informants. These informants were selected through purposive sampling from four main
groups: urban planning experts, entrepreneurs and investors, government agencies, and local
residents. All interview data was transcribed and subjected to Content Analysis, along with
Typological Analysis and Domain Analysis, to group key opinions and identify patterns of
problems from the different perspectives of the sample groups. The findings reveal that
although the area has high geopolitical potential as a connection point on the Southern
Coastal Economic Corridor (SCEQ), the prolonged delay in the official enactment of the special
economic zone's comprehensive plan has created a "policy vacuum." This has halted
investment at all levels and eroded the confidence of all sectors. This stagnation has also
led to social impacts, transforming the community's high expectations for employment and
rapid development into disappointment. It has also caused environmental concerns to be
deprioritized in favor of short-term economic survival. This analysis indicates that the Trat
case study is a reflection of structural challenges within Thailand's public policy process.
These challenges stem from a disconnect between growth-oriented national policies and the

complex, poorly-driven urban planning processes at the local level.
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