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Abstract

This research explores the physical design of public play areas for children and the
challenges and opportunities for creating child-friendly spaces that support learning for
children aged 3-12 years. It also examines the integration of play activities with natural
elements. Data were collected through surveys and analyzed alongside criteria from a
literature review on sharing space. The study found that within Chiang Mai Municipality, 8 of
16 public parks and sports grounds have designated play zones. These parks feature large
shade trees and diverse natural elements, such as ponds, mounds, sandpits, shrubs, and
flowering plants. Most play equipment is made from brightly colored plastic and metal,
ensuring safety and easy maintenance. However, expanding the variety of equipment is
recommended to better support learning and holistic development. Nong Buak Haad and
Ban Den parks were identified as the most well-equipped, offering quality environments

conducive to children’s play while effectively integrating natural elements.

Keywords: natural environment, public park, urban playground, urban community, children’s

well-being
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