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Abstract

Lavue, the Austro-Asiatic speakers, is regarded as an indigenous ethnic group of
mainland Southeast Asia. Lavue people had been inhabited in Southeast Asia earlier than the
groups of Thai speaker migrated to this region. This study aims to examine a village of Lavue
people in Mae Chaem, Chiang Mai, as a case study because their customs and traditions
related to the built environment and vernacular architecture are still conserved well rather
than other Lavue villages nearby an urban area. From a fielded survey, this study found that
the development of vernacular dwelling house of Lavue can be divided into 3 phases 1)
traditional Lavue dwelling house 2) traditional Lavue dwelling house with addition 3) modem
Lavue dwelling House. However, only a traditional Lavue dwelling house is discussed in this
paper because it is an endangered house. There is only one house of this type that still survive
in the village. A qualitative research was used to study the traditional house of Lavue in order
to analyze its architectural form, structure, interior space organization, sacred space. This study
records an observation, survey the house, interview the house owner and scholars. Finally,
this study of traditional Lavue house will provide a contribution for the status of knowledge

of vernacular dwelling house of Lavue.

Keywords: Traditional, vernacular architecture, Lawa, Lavue ethnic group, Austroasiatic
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