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Abstract

This paper is the result of the research in dynamic architecture in ASEAN regarding
Lahu ethnic vernacular architecture and changes in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai Provinces,
the upper North of Thailand. It is the case studies of Kobdong Village in Fang, Chiang Mai Prov-
ince and Huaynamrin Village in Viangpapao, Chiang Rai Province. Both villages are located
on a sloping hill and comprise both traditional and modern architecture. This study aims to
fisure out the factors of characteristic changes in vernacular architecture in Thailand, par-
ticularly Lahu ethic architecture. The research covers the policies of development from the
government and career support from the Royal Project and related organizations. The study
also covers changes in society, ways of life, agriculture, and the existence of ethnicity in
order to find out the correlation of causes of changes. It was found that the society and fast
changes caused by communication technology of globalization in Thailand unavoidably
affects Lahu architecture. In addition, the acculturation of Thai house construction was
adapted to Lahu house construction, changing traditional house to modern house. Original
construction rarely exists because of internal and external factors. However, the value of eth-
nic vernacular architecture still comprises artistic value which reflects Lahu lifestyles and

culture.

Keywords: vernacular architecture, ethnicity, Lahu, dynamic, changes
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