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Abstract

This article explores the adaptive re-use of buildings by comprehending the use of
vernacular houses, the processes and the factors affecting such adaptations in Wat Ket
Community. The study focuses on vernacular residential buildings including shophouses
that are made of wood, or, wood and cement where adaptations were made for tourism
purposes. The research method includes compilation of information, site inspection, and
in-depth interview with 21 volunteering participating projects (out of the total participants
of 25). The data gathered is then analyzed and compared to standard principles, to identify
the strengths and weaknesses of the adaptive re-use process conducted in Wat Ket
Community in order to improve efficiency of the said process and to explore possible
implementation of the process to other communities with similar context. The study reveals
that the adaptive re-use process of vernacular houses in Wat Ket Community almost always
occurred independent of relevant guidelines and relied heavily on the developer’s perspective
on each building value and significance. The key factors of adaptive re-use process are the
physical condition and limitation of the building itself, the awareness of the building’s
value and significance of the operator which is related to the title ownership of the land,
and, unity of the community. In conclusion, the author makes suggestion in the following
aspects; 1) Policy aspect: the government should disseminate knowledge and give collaboration
to community to perform an adaptive re-use and establish a comprehensive development
plan that includes the community in the making; 2) Community aspect: the community
should maintain their strength and unity, and encourage cooperation among members and;
3) Educational aspect: the knowledge of local craftsmen and modern buildings should be

studied and carried forward.
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