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Abstract
This article purposes to study the existence of power and the use of power in

the perspective of Theravada Buddhism. From the study, it implies that according to
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the view of the western concept, the existence of power is related to the system of
governance that the society accepts by seeking a talented and empowering ruler by
creating rules and different regulations to use in the social control and the negotiation
for the benefits with other groups as well. In this issue, there is not much indifferent
view from the perspective of Theravada Buddhism. In the AgganfiaSutta, it mentions
the concept of the emergence of the world, and finally, gathering human beings into
societies and the regime, causing to have a leader or ruler with abilities having been
selected. Then, that person is empowered to be called a king, and accepted that
having power is important for the world. But for the concept of using power in the
western view, the perspective is that the ruler as the authority can be the power user,
but always have his/her own virtue. A good leader has to have the knowledge, ability
and virtue. The system of governance consisting of justice becomes what the western
concept focuses on. The mentioned point is relevant to the concept of using power
through the system of governance in the perspective of Theravada Buddhism. The
system of governance is just a tool to use power or to create power. The power can
be used in both good and bad sides; therefore, using power has to include the virtue
also in order to directing the ruler using the power in an appropriate way. The Buddha
had bestowed the ten-royal virtues as a crucial virtue for the king, or ten-rule virtues
as an important moral principle for a good leader or rule. It is because when the virtue
integrated into practices, it can lead the nation to meet the prosperity and cause good
benefits for the people under the rule.

Keywords: concept, power, Theravada Buddhism.
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