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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to analyze the cyclists’
construction of meaning in TV program by using textual
analysis to analyze both seasons of “Human Ride” which
had 27 episodes in total. This study also focused on the
perception and decoding of audiences in the TV program
by using in-depth interview with audiences who are
cyclists and non-cyclists.

The findings, which composed of plot, characters,
narrator standpoint, communication through visual
and communication through sound, showed that the
producers construct nine aspects including the types of
people who: 1) were varied in four dimensions; genders,
ages, social status, and cycling areas, 2) challenged
themselves, 3) looked for social acceptance, 4) were
aware of homeland, 5) took others’ benefit into
consideration, 6) cared about relationship, 7) concerned
with environment, 8) lived sufficiency lives and depended
on themselves, and 9) lived in areas that have cycling
facility.

As in perception and decoding of audiences, the
research found that most of audiences were able to decode
message as preferred coding for four aspects as follow:
1) were varied in four dimensions; genders, ages, social
status, and cycling areas, 2) challenged themselves,

3) cared about relationship, and 4) lived in areas that

have cycling facility which indicates influence of broad
casting that can construct image of cyclists by conveying
fact to audiences efficiently. In addition, reaction of
audiences were different. Cyclists group mostly uses
directed-experience to decode meaning while most of
non-cyclists group decodes meaning by mass-media

experience.

Keywords: Construction of Meaning, Documentary

Television Program, Cyclists
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