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Thai journalist perceptions on factors influencing
freedom of the press
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study freedom of
the press indicators, factors influencing freedom of the press
and developed causal relationship model. A Dominant-less
Dominant Design was used, samples were 424
Thai journalists (print newspapers) who filled out
questionnaires. In-depth interviews with key informants,
who are editors, assignment journalists, and professors
of journalism, also took place. Data was analyzed
by inferential statistics with explanatory factor analysis
(EFA), second-order confirmatory factor analysis (CFA)
and the goodness-of-fit of a model to data was evaluated
for path analysis by linear structural relations (LISREL).

Results were that freedom of the press model with
four factors and 36 indicators were suitable to empirical
data (Chi-square=425.097 df=380 p=0.055 GF1=0.948
AGFI=0.909 RMR=0.032RMSEA=0.017). Theseincluded
freedom to practice as professional journalists, freedom
to be protected in journalistic acting, freedom to promote
journalistic development, and freedom to self-regulate. In
addition, the causal relationship model was valid, matching
empirical data (Chi-square=235.971 df=210 p=0.106
GFI=0.968 AGFI=0.947 RMR=0.037 RMSEA=0.017)
and influencing factors in the model could account for
0.503 of variance in freedom of the press (50.3%). Freedom
ofthe press was influenced by journalistic ethics, economic,
politics, law, and social with influence values 0.497,
0.253,0.214, 0.154 and 0.103
Keywords: Freedom ofthe press, Thaipress freedom index,

LISREL.
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