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Abstract

This research aims to explain and understand the conflicts and violence in the southem border
provinces of Thailand through the selftranscendental narrative paradigm. Using a qualitative research
methodology, data were collected through focus groups, in-depth interviews, and projective techniques that
prompted reflective activities. The study analyzed key components of narratives and synthesized them using
the selftranscendental narrative paradigm to offer explanations of conflict and violence in the area. The
analysis of narratives surrounding 33 incidents of conflict and violence identified five dimensions: 1. Conflict
and Violence in the Dimension of State Power Preservation: Violence stemming from state attempts to
maintain control, including dispersing protests and enforcing laws. 2. Conflict and Violence in the Dimension
of CivitMilitary and Citizen-ruler Power relationships: Violence from negative power dynamics between
civilians and the military, such as assassinations and bombings. 3. Conflict and Violence in the Social Issues
Dimension: Violence linked to social problems like education, drug abuse, sexual abuse, and religious
practices. 4. Conflict and Violence in the Dimension of Interests: Violence driven by individuals or groups
seeking personal gain from ongoing conflicts. 5. Conflict and Violence in the Media Perception Dimension:

Violence influenced by media reports, creating fear among outsiders despite normalcy in local daily life.
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