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Abstract

T his qualitative research aimed to study the communication and negotiation power of civil
society toward the definition of the Maniqg ethnic group in Thailand. The data was collected from
observations, in-depth interviews, and textual analysis. The research results showed that the meaning of
the Manig ethnic group in Thai society has been defined and communicated through various discourses
according to eras and social contexts. Social movements for the Maniq people’s citizenship rights took
place based on the negotiation of meanings against mainstream discourses that exclude and oppress ethnic
people, with the aim of deconstructing old discourses and defining new meanings and identities for the
Maniq ethnic group in accordance with human rights principles and international conventions on the rights
of indigenous peoples. The civil sector’s negotiation of power for the Maniq ethnic group’s citizenship rights
was concemed with discursive communication, including discursive access, discursive practice, and

sociocultural contexts, influencing the achievement of definition-making power.
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